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EDITORIAL 
Praise God From Whom 
All Blessings Flow 


‘Surely this is a song which should not only be 
sung frequently by God’s people in public wor- 
ship these days but it is also a thought which 
should constantly be in our minds and a sentiment 
that should ever come from our hearts. How much 
we do have to praise God for now. Let us ever re- 
member that “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow as of turning.” James 1:17. We 
were created by Him; we are sustained daily by 


Him; we are redeemed by Him through His 


Blessed Son Jesus Christ. 

We Southern Presbyterians should praise Him 
particularly for His great blessings upon our own 
Church. Let us praise Him for our splendid exe- 
_ cutive secretaries and the fine corps of workers 

in each of our executive offices. Let us praise Him 
for the fine work being done by the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary of our Church. | 

We of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
praise God for His wonderful blessings upon the 
launching and the ministry of The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal. Our subscription list is having a 
steady and healthy growth. The first issue, May, 
1942, went out to 720 bona fide subscribers. The 


June issue went out to 1,114 subscribers. The July | 
issue went to 1,380 subscribers, the August issue 
to 1,500, ‘September to 1,775, October to 1,875, 


and this issue goes to about 2,000. subscribers. 
Letters expressing Praise and Thanksgiving to 
God for blessings received from reading The 
Journal come to us every week. We praise God 
for this and that He is meeting our every finan- 
cial need from month to month. Will YOU Praise 


Him with us and continue to pray with us that He 


may ever use The Journal’s ministry to His glory 
and for the best interests of our beloved Church? 


We take great courage in the Lord and go for- 


ward in His strength. —H.B.D. .. 


a 


“What Does He Preach?” 


A business man in one of our southern cities 


recently asked an acquaintance to come to. 


church. The rather surprising reply was. this, 


‘“‘What does your preacher preach, about the Bible 


or politics?” 

Further inquiry elicited the information that 
for many years this man had attended a church 
in another denomination but had stopped because 
instead of hearing messages from God’s Word he 
had Sunday after Sunday heard political and eco- 
nomic problems discussed by one not competent 
to discuss either in an authoritative way. 

Several years ago the writer heard: a Chinese 
pastor make this confession in a sermon preached 
before a large audience of Chinese Christians. He 


said: “I have been in the ministry for fifteen 


years. I graduated from a seminary where great 
emphasis was placed on education, economic and 
agricultural problems. The first five years of my 
ministry I was in a large country town and I spent 
much time telling the farmers how to run their 
farms, and in trying to organize a co-operative 
agency to dispose of their farm products. My life 
and my ministry were empty and I was unhappy. 
I moved to another town and began to stress edu- 
cation, using the church property for a school and 
seeking to elevate the community by education.” 


“For five years I carried on this programme but 


still my life was miserable and I felt that it was 


fruitless. I talked about this to my wife. (She was 
the protegee of one of our own Southern Presby- 


terian missionaries; a devoted wife, mother and 


Christian). She said to me, ‘Why don’t you try 
preaching the Gospel, the thing you were really 
called to do?’ I pondered this advice, got down on 
my knees and confessed my sin and asked God for 
His help and blessing. In the last five years I have 
done one thing only, I have preached the Gospel 
of God’s love in saving sinners through . Christ. 
I have tried to teach my people the Bible, have 
them study it for themselves and pray. As a re- 
sult, my heart has been filled with joy and there 


_are on, every hand the evidences of God’s blessing 
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n saved souls and changed lives.” : 

Brother, what: do you preach? People today 
long to hear a positive message from God’s Word. 
The preacher whose message is founded on and 
supported by the Bible is feeding his people. Oh, 
the tragedy of preaching doubts instead of facts. 
An old elder once remarked of the young preacher 
supplying his church, “He can raise more ques- 
tions and doubts and answer fewer of them than 
any man I ever heard.” : 

In the days which lie ahead, America needs the 
clear sound of voices raised proclaiming the Truth. 
A New York lawyer recently said, “Failure to 
teach and to accept God’s truth is the reason for 
the collapse of our civilization.” In past genera- 
tions the neglect of, or attacks on, the Bible came 
from without the Church. Today such infidelity is 
brazenly proclaimed within the Church. | 
- What is the source of this trend? Failure to ac- 
cept in its entirety the Bible as the Word of God. 
It is not enough to say the Bible contains the 
word of God. Who dares say, “This part is not the 
word of God?” There are many today who have 
fallen into this dangerous position and who are 
teaching their unbelief to others. 

A recent. writer has this to say: “Those who 


—E deny the inspiration and authority of the Scrip- 


tures are challenging or defying the Holy Spirit, 
for He has set His own signature on this Book. 
The apostle Paul explains the Old Testament as 


coming from the Holy Spirit. ‘Holy men of God 


spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ As 
for the New Testament, it is enough to say that 
our Lord identified its writing with the Holy 
Spirit. ‘Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth ... and he 
will show you things to come.’ ‘He shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.’ ”’ 
Brother, what do you preach? This article is not 
written to antagonize but with the fervent prayer 
that God will use it to cause some to stop and 
evaluate their preaching. With all my heart I be- 
lieve the ministry of the doubting minister is more 
than barren, it is a stumbling-stone sand a: hin- 
drance to souls needing eternal life. Preaching 
your doubts will never win a soul. You may ap- 
pear smart and you may be popular but some day 
you may repent in sackcloth and ashes for having 
let the fruitful years of your life bring forth noth- 
ing but leaves. —L.N.B. © 


Little Man ... What Now? 


By Ala Bandon 


The Sportpalast was packed with serried ranks 
of the Faithful. The walls were alive with banners 


and their overlapping Swastikas seemed to squirm 


like living serpents. 
A Voice was speaking. In bursting staccato sen- 
tences it was speaking. The Voice barked like 


cannon-fire as it said: “‘We must have a strong 


Germany. We must be willing to make any sacri- 
fice to make the Fatherland strong.” 

_Again, the Voice rang like a bell when it cried: 
“With a strong Germany we will bring about a 
United Europe.” | 

Then the Voice softened to the wheedling fa- 
Iniliarity of pleading friendliness: “Why should 
anyone hold silly scruples about freedom when one 
little sacrifice will make a United Europe in which 
all can be really free?” | oe 
' The little mustache disappeared. Through the 
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rushing cataract of applause sounded music and 
down the middle aisle came children marching in 
who shouted a song, “Today we rule 
Germany, tomorrow the whole world.” 

A little man, wedged between a storm-trooper 
and a gigantic Hausfrau, began to ask himself 
questions: 

A strong united Europe against a united Pan- 
America, I could see some logic in that. But a 
united world? United against what? The Martians? 
The Moon-Maiden? Or is unity another mask for 
an aim to destroy all freedom? 

The Auditorium was packed with row on row of 


- delegates, each wearing the badge of the World 


Conference of religions. The walls were bedecked 
with banners bearing crosses and open Bibles, 
squirming uncomfortably in that uncongenial at- 
mosphere. | 

From the Speakers’ Platform the Voice of the 
New Liberalism was speaking. It was the keynote 
address of the Conference. The Voice pleaded for 
a strong conference, so that the strong conference 


might move toward a united world church. 


‘“‘Why should anyone insist on his scruples about 
certain outworn dogmas when a little sacrifice all 
along the line would mean.a great united church, 
throwing its vast resources into each great united 
enterprise?” 

The Keynoter disappeared among the speakers’ 
chairs and the crackling bonfire of applause was 
broken by a procession representing the Missions 
Branch bearing a fluttering banner upon which a 
Hindu, a Mohammedan, an American Indian, an 
Eskimo, a Chinaman and an Occidental stood arm- 
in-arm. 

Then followed another parade representing the 
New Deal of Domestic Missions. In each row 
marched a Theosophist, a Bahaist, a Christian Sci- 


entist, a Spiritualist, a Mormon, a Congrega- 


tionalist, a Methodist, a Jew, and a Catholic. 

A little man, gasping between an Episcopal 
Vicar and a suffocatingly ample church secretary, 
asked himself some questions: 

A willing sacrifice of unessential dogmatic dis- 
agreements in order to present a really united 
front against paganism and atheism, I can see 
that. But a World Religion? United and strong? 
against what? Against paganism when the World 
Church itself is pagan? Against Atheism when the 
World Church itself has no God? 

Or is Church Union a mask to disguise another 
aim, to destroy Truth itself? 

—The Calvin Forum. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Synod Of Appalachia 
By Mrs. James M. Graham 


The twenty-eighth annual meeting of the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary of the Synod of Appalachia was 


held in the First Presbyterian Church, Tazewell, 


Va., on Sept. 29-30 - Oct. 1, 1942. The president, 
Mrs. Donald McIver, of Bristol, Va., presided over 
the business sessions, and the Rev. T. A. Freeman, | 
pastor of the local church, presided at night. ~ 
There were 32 officers and delegates registered, 
with 37 visitors, to listen to the three inspiring 


devotional messages, delivered by the Rev. C. Hous- 


ton Patterson, formerly of China; the informative 


lecture, with moving pictures, by Dr. H. M. Wash- 


burn, of our Congo Mission; the interesting talk 
by the Rev. James M. Carr, Synod’s Director of 
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Religious Education; and the timely address by 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Educational Secretary of 
Home Missions. Among other visitors who were 
heard were Dr. and Mrs. W. F. Junkin, recentl 
returned from China. | 


formal reception was held in the ladies’ parlor and 
the recreation room of the Sunday School Annex. 


Wednesday evening the Lord’s Supper was ad- 
ministered by the Rev. T. A. Freeman, assisted by 
the Rev. Warren Gaw, of the Thompson’s Valley 
Church, and Elders J. B. Boyer, W. A. Scott, 
W. E. Thompson, W: L. Painter, W. M. Gillespie, 
A. C. Buchanan, and J. S. Gillespie. 


The business sessions were dispatched on sche- 
dule time, the officers and cause secretaries adding 
to their written reports items of interest in “the 
forward outlook” relating to their respective 
causes. The revision of the Constitution and By- 
Laws, presented by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, Mrs. F. B. Kegley, was adopted. The prin- 
cipal change was in the term of office. 


After the session on Tuesday evening, an in- 


——$ 


The annual election of officers resulted as fo). 
lows: For the term of three years: Vice-President- 
at-Large, Mrs. D. R. Beeson, Johnson City, Tenn.; 
Secretary for Development of Spiritual Life, Mrs, 
Fred McCorkle, Fountain City, Tenn.; Secretary 
of Foreign Missions, Mrs. Frank Sanford, Hender. 
sonville, N. C.; Secretary of Assembly’s Home 
Missions, Mrs. W. B. Harkins, Morristown, Tenn.; 
Secretary of Literature, Miss Nancy Killian, Way. 
nesville, N. C. Re-elected for a term of one year: 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. James M. Graham, 
Wytheville, Va.; Historian, Mrs. L. H. Corbett, 
Morristown, Tenn.; Secretary of Synod’s & Pres. 
bytery’s Home Missions, Miss Ellen S. Bowen, 


Tazewell, Va.; Secretary of Christian Social Ser. 
vice, Mrs. 


W. W. Arrowood, Pulaski, Va. 


The installation of these officers by Mrs. D. R. 
Beeson, newly-elected Vice-President-at-Large and 
former Synodical President, proved to be a real 
consecration service. After singing, as a circle, 
‘‘Blest Be The Tie That Binds,” the Synodical Aux. 
iliary adjourned to convene at Fountain City, 
Tenn., in 1943. | | 


- The Inspiration Of The Scriptures 


By Rev. Geo. H. Gilmer, D.D.* 


“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”’. 
II. Timothy 3:16. 


The Bible claims to be inspired in a sense in 
which no other book is inspired. It claims to be 
an authoritative message from God. It says: 
“Holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.’”? More than a thousand times the 
writers of the Bible say distinctly that they are 
writing God’s words—what God told them to 
write. Are they telling the truth, or are they 
lying, or are they self-deceived, thinking they 
were writing God’s words when they were writing 
their own words? I do not believe that such men 
as Moses and Isaiah were self-deceived. They have 
none of the marks of self-deceived men. Much less 
do I believe that they were lying. So we are shut 
up to the first proposition, that they were telling 
the truth. When they said they were writing the 
words of God they were writing the words of God. 
They were good and truthful and dependable and 
trustworthy men of God. “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.” 


When Christ came to the earth and showed by 
His life and His teaching and his miracles that 
he was just what he claimed to be, the eternal 
Son of God, he accepted the Old Testament scrip- 
tures as the very word of God, and of such vast 
importance that not a jot or a tittle of them should 
pass away till all be fulfilled. He urged men to 
“search the scriptures” and find in them the way 
of eternal life. He went about all Palestine teach- 
ing the Bible as the authoritative word of God. 
Christ is God incarnate. But if you make the 
frightful mistake of accepting only the lower 
view, that he was nothing more than the wisest 
and best of men, still his word is worth more than 
that of any other man. If I am shut up to the 
testimony of men as to the inspiration of the 
Bible I will take his word. 


4 


Now I want to show you a few plain, practical 


reasons, easily understood by all, why I accept 


the Bible as the inspired word of God and our only — 


rule of faith and practice. Most of the schisms in 

the Church today, as always, are caused by 

apostate men, many of them preachers, who deny 

pe the Bible is an authoritative message from 
od. 


I want to say in the first place that a revelation 
from God is to be expected. 


It is inconceivable to my mind that a great and 
good man and kind and loving God would leave his 


own offspring without any message from himself. © 


Such a thing is just as inconceivable to my mind 
as it would be for kind and loving parents to bring 
offspring into this world and then never have any 
communication with them. I know that such parents 
would not do such a thing. They would communi- 
cate with their children and try to teach them 
how to live happy and useful lives. The children 
might refuse to listen to them but the parents 
would try to teach them nevertheless. And God 
would do the same thing and has done so. He has 
not cast off his own children who were created in 
his own image. He has given them an authoritative 
revelation, telling them of their origin, destiny, 
etc. All the laws of reason and common sense 
lead us to expect such a revelation. And when we 
look about us to see if there is such a revelation 
we find a book claiming to be just that. And 
when we examine this book we find its claims 
supported in the most wonderful way by what 
is called the internal evidence. ) 


The Bible is made up of sixty-six books, written 
by about forty different human authors chosen of 
God for that purpose. Many of these authors were 
widely separated by time and distance, and they 
were from the different walks of life, prophets, 
priests, farmers, fishermen, etc. They all claim 
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that what they wrote was from God. And a close 
examination of these sixty-six books reveals the 
fact that they are one book. They are a perfect 


ynit in design and in the execution of that design. 


They all tell the same wonderful message 0 
salvation from sin. There are no contradictions or 
conflicts. They fit into one another like the 
different parts of the work of a master mechanic. 
If I should see a master mechanic putting up a 
great building, the different parts of which had 
been worked by forty different workmen, and 
should see all these parts fitting together perfectly, 


I could not escape the conclusion that they were 


made under the direction of one master mind. And 
if I should ask the forty workmen if they were 
working under one master- mechanic and they 
should all answer, “‘Yes,’”’ I would be a driveling 
fool if I did not believe it. The work would show 
for itself. So with the Bible, its internal unity 
should satisfy any reasonable mind that it is from 
God. I am aware of the fact that there are those 
who claim there are mistakes in the Bible, but un- 
fortunately for them they are never able to point 
them out. The Bible carries its credentials on its 
very face, and if one is not persuaded to believe 
Moses and the prophets he would not be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead, as Christ expressed 
it And Christ did rise from the dead and make 
good his claims for the Bible. 


Take one or two other internal evidences—the 
ten commandments. Did Moses write them? He 
says not. He says God gave them to him. Was he 
lying? If he was going to lie it looks like he would 
have lied on the other side. These commandments 


are the wonder of the world. “The law of the 


Lord is perfect’’. If Moses had been as human as 
some of us are he would have laid claim to them, 
but no he says God gave them to him. Take the 


character of Jesus Christ. Do you think that any 


man, or any set of men, could have invented the 
character of Jesus Christ? Especially when you 
consider the times in which those men lived. 
Christ was so utterly different from all the men 
of his day. It is utterly silly to suppose that he is 
an invented character. Yet even some preachers 
do that today. They say his disciples, who wrote 
some time after, were over zealous about making 
him out a perfect character, so they discount some 


things they say about him. This is wicked in the © 


extreme. And let me remind you again that Christ 
accepted the Old Testament scriptures as from 
God and said: “The scriptures can not be broken’’. 


And let me add that the perpetual freshness of 
the Bible is internal evidence of the divine origin 
of the book. Dr. Archibald Alexander once said 
he could master the contents of any book, in any 
language, in a year’s time, even if he had to learn 
the language first, but that he had been studying 
the Bible forty years, and found something new in 
it every time he read it. The trouble is sceptics 
are so utterly ignorant of the Bible. I have never 
talked to one who did not show his ignorarice. 
Many preachers are ignorant of the Bible. One 
young preacher said to me recently that ‘They 


. teach everything but the Bible there’’, referring 


to a Theological Seminary. The fact that many 
of our seminaries neglect the Bible is causing 
many Bible schools to spring up all over the 
country, and let us thank God for them. The 
people are becoming informed by these schools. I 
know many a layman who is a better Bible student 


than many preachers. 


The Absence of Scientific Error 


' The Bible was not intended to teach science and 


its language is not scientific. Its language is 
popular, intended for the people, and is written in 
the language of the peopley The human authors 
were unscientific and wrote in an unscientific age, 
and would certainly have made scientific errors 
if they had not been guided by the Holy Spirit. I 
am aware of the fact that there are men who- 
claim there are scientific errors in the Bible, but 
when I have challenged them to point them out 
they were utterly unable to do so. I hereby make 
the challenge again. It is dishonest to make the 
charge that there are scientific errors in the Bible 
and then not point them out. Organic evolution 
contradicts the Bible, but organic evolution is not 
a science, it is an hypothesis. It has not been 
proved. Not one of the usual five arguments for 
it is sound. Some ministers affect to believe the 
theory, and those I have met who do so could not 
even state the reasons. They finally said they 
believed it because some scientists believed it. 
But most scientists are infidels. Many very dis- 
tinguished scientists, however, do not believe in 


the theory of organic evolution, but in fiat crea- 


tion as taught in the Bible. I could name these if 
space permitted. 


Prophecy 


Prophecy is another internal evidence of the 
divine origin of the Bible. No mere man can fore- 
tell the future with any degree of accuracy. He 
can guess at it, and sometimes he will guess right, 
but more often he will guess wrong. But there are 


hundreds of prophecies in the Bible that have 


been fulfilled in every detail. No honest student 
of the Bible and student of history can fail to know 
it. There are prophecies in regard to men like 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Christ; prophecies 
in regard to cities such as Ninevah, Babylon, Tyre, 
Sidon, Jerusalem: prophecies in regard to coun- 
tries like Assyria, Egypt, Greece, Rome, Palestine; 
all of which prophecies have been fulfilled. There 
are numerous prophecies concerning the return of 
the Jews to Palestine which are being fulfilled 
before our eyes today. The fulfilled prophecies 
concerning Christ are the most striking of all. 
Hundreds of years before it was written he was 
to be born of a virgin, born in Bethlehem, of the 
tribe of Judah, of the family of David, crucified, 
risen again, go back into heaven. All these came 
to pass, as we are told in the most credible history 
in the world—the Bible. 


Astronomy foretells the exact position of sun, 
moon, stars years in advance. Because of this only 
a fool would doubt the basic facts of the science 
of astronomy. Why not apply the same principle 
to the Bible? Christ applied it in that way. He 
said: ‘“‘And now I have told you before it come to 
pass that when it is come to pass ye might believe’’. 


Fruits | 

Another proof that the Bible is from God and 
a good book is found in the fruits it produces. 
Some men dare tell us that the blessings of our 
Christian civilization came -about by a process of 
evolution, and that the Bible had nothing to do 
with it, except to retard it by filling the minds of 
men with superstition. I would like to ask these 
men why the inhabitants of the Fiji Islands did 
not evolve a civilization. They have had the same 
length of time we have had, and have had every- 
thing to begin with that we have had, except the 
Bible and Christianity. They have become more 
and more degraded while we have advanced. Then 
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Dr. John G. Paton, whom I had the honor of know- 
ing, gave them the Bible and Christianity and they 
have come right up out of savagery to the most 
advanced civilization. That looks to me like it was 
the Bible and the grace of God that did it. Why 
did they come up all of+a sudden after the Bible 
was given them? “Do men gather grapes of thorns 


or figs of thistles?” Would the Bible produce such. 


fruits if it were not of God? A tyro ought to see 
this. : 


Age 

The age of the Bible is good evidence that«it is 
of God. Other books do not live like the Bible. ‘‘It 
is quick” as the Bible expresses it. It is said the 
average life of a book is seven years. But the Bible 
is the oldest book in the world and still going 
strong. The oldest parts are about four thousand 
years old, the newest parts about two thousand. 
It is still the best seller, a long ways. It has been 
translated into more than a thousand languages 
and dialects. Men have tried desperately to destroy 
the Bible but have only wound up by destroying 
themselves and those who were foolish and wicked 
enough to follow them. Diocletian, emperor of the 
mightiest empire on earth, tried to destroy it, but 
failed and stepped down off his throne and started 


raising cabbages, a much better occupation than | 
_ attacking the Bible. Voltaire tried to destroy it, 
_and prophesied it would be out of print in a hun- 


dred years. But the house he lived in was after. 
wards used as a store house for Bibles. Even some 
apostate preachers in our days are denying the 
authority of the Bible while getting their bread 


_.and clothing from the Church which is the product 


of the Bible. Except they repent they shall al] 


perish. 
_What Does The Bible Teach? 
The Bible teaches that there'is a God and a 


heaven and a hell. It teaches that if we get right 


with God we shall go to live with him in perfect 
bliss. But if we do not get right with him we shall 
continue always to live in sin and shall always 
suffer. It teaches that the only way to get right 
with God is through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
loved us, died for our sins, rose again for our 
justification, and is in heaven as our advocate. 
Reader, what are you doing with the Bible? God 
has graciously given it to you, translated it into 
your language. What are you doing with it? Let 
us thank God that when some have turned away 
from the Word there is still a Bible Church, 


*Minister and Bible Teacher, Draper, Va. 


The Book That Makes A Man Dissatisfied 
With Himself 


Delivered Over Radio Station WNEW On September 13th 1942 
By Robert King, Jr. 


A good friend of mine, now in the armed service, 
was, until this year, a law student at one of the 
universities of the city. At the end of less than 
a year of serious contact with the Bible, he once 
made the curious statement in public: ‘‘No man is 
ever satisfied until he meets someone better than 
himself.”’ 


That thought is new chiefly in the manner of its 
statement. Fortunately, there are still some people 
in this day of materialism who do what in colleges 
we are pleased to call ‘‘pure thinking’. We are in- 
debted to these people, regardless of their station 
in life, for most of our expressions of philosophy 
in language that we can understand. Originality 
demands that its author be reasonably free from 
the impressions of others in like situations, as if 
he were encountering an experience for the first 
time. 

When we are young we usually consider our 
elders as our betters. In our teens we still consider 
some grown people better than ourselves. Later, 
we still consider our superiors with some. deference, 
at least when they are present. At this point, we 
may begin to wonder whether or not we aren’t 
about as good as our fellows. Of this the Bible 
says: 

II. Corinthians 10:12 (latter half of verse): 
“... but they, measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among themselves, are 
not wise.”’ 


My friend said, ‘‘No man is ever satisfied until 
he meets someone better than himself.’”’ Is this 
not true the world over? Nowhere on the face of 
the earth dwells there a people who have not be- . 
come so sure that there is a Being superior to them- 


selves, that they have not devised some scheme of 
recognizing and honoring that superiority. Fre- 
quently we have called this ‘‘Religion’’. 


The ancient Greeks and Romans devised a 
hierarchy of these superior beings, but when they 
finished inventing stories about them, they had cut 
them down to their own size. Soon, therefore, they 
became disgusted with these “Superiors”’, and what- 


ever respect remained for them was of a definitely — 


supercilious variety. 


To this day, none of our celebrated fiction 
writers have been able to produce for us a char- 
acter and carry him through many of the normal 
experiences of life, whom we can agree is unques- 
tionably our better. 

In such a sphere we might be inclined to become 
self-satisfied and unprogressive. Indeed, as we 
consider our globe, even a superficial appraisal 


‘seems to indicate that the peoples whose concep- 


tions of their betters have been cut down to their 
own size have been the most inclined to be self- 
satisfied and unprogressive. 


In my experience there is only one Book, and 
only one Character able to satisfy all mankind as 


the Superior—the Superb Being of all ages.. 


My embryonic lawyer friend indicated that a 
man should be satisfied upon meeting one better 
than himself. On the contrary, acquaintance with 
this One, through the only Book which pretends 
to speak of Him with authority, tends to make one 
dissatisfied—with himself. : 

Isaiah, the prophet, would certainly pass the 
present-day test for a good man, yet we read this 
expression from him: 

Isaiah 6:1-5: In the year that king Uzziah died 
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I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with 
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did 


fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, 


holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth 
is full of his glory. And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried, and the 
house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is 
me! for I am undone; because I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 


of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, | 


the Lord of hosts. Isaiah saw the Lord, and be- 
came acutely conscious of his own deficiencies. 

Several centuries later, Jesus Christ walked as 
a man on earth and we find this incident recorded 
of a young man of admirable character: 


Matthew 19:16-20: And, behold, one came and 


- gaid unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall 


I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said 
unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is 
none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith 
unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 
murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Honor thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt. 


love thy neighbor as thyself. The young man saith - 


unto him, All these things have I kept from my 


‘youth up: what lack I yet? 


This exemplary young man, upon meeting the 
only Character Who could cause all men to feel 
deficient, was conscious, after contact with the 
Saviour, of a great, crying lack in his life. 


This Person was One tempted in all points like C 
as we are yet without sin. He was the only Being - 


who ever lived who could ask the question, ‘‘Which 
of you convinceth me of sin?” without any fear 
of answer. 


It is because the Bible presents God in human 
form that it makes a man dissatisfied with himself. 


Isaiah realized his own depravity before Christ 
lived on earth when he saw the Lord. In time, he 
may have forgotten the import of this experience, 
having no way to preserve the memory of it. 


_Today, however, we have ready access to the 
life record of the Perfect One so that we are 
without excuse if we are not familiar with it or 
if our recollection of it becomes dim. 3 


Later on, we find Isaiah speaking these words 
of confidence concerning the One who made him 
recognize his own deficiency: | 

Isaiah 41:10-13: Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness. 

For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, 
Saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 

In similar langauge we find a man who had 
fallen into deep wickedness, standing in the po- 
sition of “the man, after God’s own heart’ as he 
composes and sings a song of these words: 

Psalm 46: God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. Therefore will not 
we fear, though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with the 
Swelling thereof. Selah. There is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 


_ the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
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God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her, and that right early. The 
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he 
uttered his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Selah. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what 
desolations he hath made in the earth. He maketh 
wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he 
breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; 
he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still, and 
know that I am God: I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord 
of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

And again in Psalm 91: 

Psalm 91: He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, he is my 
refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I 
trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare 


of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He 


shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for 


the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth 


by day; Nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come 
nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shall thou behold 
and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou 
hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the 
Most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil 
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh 
thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall 


bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy 


foot against a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the 
lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon 


shalt thou trample under feet. Because he hath 


set his Jove upon me, therefore will I deliver him: 
I will set him on high, because he hath known my 
name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver 
him, and honor him. With long life will I satisfy 
him, and show him my salvation. 

Do we not all long for this perspective of the 
Psalmist, David? 

In an effort to determine to what end the Bible 
would make a man dissatisfied with himself, per- 
haps it would suffice to recount the purpose of 


one of its best loved books: — 


John 20:31: But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his 
name. 

Further elaboration upon this thought, linking 
it with our subject, is. found in the Book of 
Romans; and in I John: 

Romans 5:6-11: For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 


-peradventure for a good man some would even 


dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more then, being now justified by 
his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And 
not. only so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have new received 


the atonement. 


I. John 1:1-9: That which was from the begin- 
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ning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, for the Word of life; 
(For the life was manifested, and we have seen 
it, and bear witness, and show unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us;) That which we have seen 


and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 


have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
And these things write we unto you, that your 
- joy may be full. This then is the message which 
we have heard of him, and declared unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 


blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from al] 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we ¢op. 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive ys 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteoys. 
ness. | 
Do you believe that this Book can make you dis. 
satisfied with yourself? Would you not like to 
“dwell in the secret place of the Most High and 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty’—yp. 
abashed and unafraid? : 

Open the Bible as God’s message to you, 
personally; consider the things of which we have 
been thinking together; ask the Divine Author 
to clarify the hidden portions and bring you into 
the experience of Isaiah and David. | 

If you want a life filled with One Who satisfies, 
the only place to find it is in the Bible. 


Where Do We Go F rom Here? 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D.* 


(An address delivered before the Second American Calvin- 
istic Conference, tneeting in Grand Rapids, Mich., in June, 
1942. This message will appear in a forthcoming volume, 
“The Word of God and Reformed Faith,” being a record of 
the transactions of the Conference. Rev. Clarence Bouma, D.D., 
is editing this volume and has graciously granted permission 
for the publication of this article in The Journal.) 


This is the closing session of a distinguished 
gathering. So far as I know, there is no other 
meeting of such vast importance being held at this 
time anywhere else in the United States. For two 
days the city of Grand Rapids has been entertain- 
ing a body of learned men, composing the Second 
American Calvinistic Conference. The assemblage 
is ecumenical in its personnel and in its outreach. 
It speaks not only for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God throughout the world, but for 
the undergirding of our national life with such 
basic moral principles as may enable our govern- 
ment of the people, by the people and for the 
people, to meet the terrifying issues of these 
terrifying times, equipped and unafraid. 


We have reached the hour when farewells are 
to be said, the benediction to be pronounced. From 
this place of privilege we return to our widely 
separated fields of labor, each one, in the language 
of Stephen’ Foster’s Negro song, ‘“‘to take up the 
shubble and de hoe:’’ It is hardly needful that I 
should remark that each will hold the occasion 
in lively and profitable remembrance. 


To me has been assigned the topic, ‘‘Calvinism 
and Tomorrow’’. That sounds a bit formal for an 
after-dinner subject. With your permission [, 
will recast the theme and present it in the form 
of a question; namely, ““Where Do We Go from 
Here?” It is the same text but in somewhat lighter 
garments. 


For these two days we have been listening with 
absorbed attention and under high mental strain 
to a series of profound discussions of a mighty 
subject. And may I here enter a parenthesis of 
personal] testimony. The offspring of Scotch-Irish 
forebears, I had for a weekly pabulum during my 
boyhood days the Shorter Catechism with an 


entree of heart groanings and tears. In early man- 
hood I stumbled into a Theological Seminary and 
found that for its support, wisdom had hewn 
her seven pillars from material supplied by John 
Calvin, Charles Hodge, Robert L. Dabney, et al. 
That is to say, I grew up and entered the Presby- 
terian ministry in an atmosphere of unadulterated 
Calvinism. We will now come to the closing state- 


ment in this parenthesis, which is that in this 


Conference my eyes have been opened to an under- 
standing and appreciation of the height and depth 
and breadth and historic influence and power of 
our Calvinism that I have never had before. I 
shall go back to the magnolias and crepe myrtles 

— —_— fields of the Deep South with a grateful 
eart. 


To return to our theme: We have been hearing, 
as was mentioned a moment ago, a group of expo- 
sitions from the lips of those who represent the 
ripest scholarship that this or any other country 
can produce. Deep and stirring and purposeful 
and warmly evangelical have the addresses been. 
Indeed our:hearts have burned within us during 
the rich experiences of the passing hours. But 
what are we-going to do about it? That is the 
question that I‘am asking myself in this concluding 
hour. I hand it on to you stalwarts and notables 
from over the land. Will the Church of Our Lord 


be more militant, will our country be richer in 


the things that make a people truly rich, and will 
a more vivid shaft of light invade the darkness of 
a despairing world for the reason that we have met 
in Grand Rapids? The answer is left to us. 


We call ourselves Calvinists. We believe that 
as such we have the remedy for broken humanity. 
What is Calvinism? Throughout the conference 
we have been hearing much about it. The presump- 
tion is that we all know what it is. But how about 
the man on the street? He might be interested. 
May I propose a definition for that man, using his 
own vocabulary. I don’t know that you professors 
of systematic theology will accept this as con- 
pletely descriptive, but I will undertake it anyway. 
You know that Josiah Royce has said: “Definition 
never tells the whole truth about a conception.” So 
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here we go in our endeavor to answer a layman’s 
question : 


Calvinism is a body of Christian belief, 
scientifically developed and arranged, find- 
ing its source material in the written Word of 
God, its objective being an interpretation of 
the nature of God, an interpretation of the 
nature of man, an interpretation of the nature 
and destiny of the universe. 


This is our heritage. Its conservation is our trust. 
Evidently such was in the mind of your program 


committee when the subject for the closing hour > 


was assigned, “Calvinism and Tomorrow’. With 
that in mind I am asking the question: ““‘Where Do 
We Go from Here?’”’ 


The word is about 400 years old. Its father was 
a French scholar, John Calvin by name, who was 
born in the village of Noyon in the year 1509 and 
died in the year in which William Shakespeare 
was born, 1564. Let it be remembered, however, 
that John Calvin was not the father of the idea. 
He simply organized and gave expression to a 
method of interpretation of the Word of God that 
had already become historic. His predecessors 
formed a distinguished line including Augustine, 


the Apostle Paul, the Hebrew prophets, Moses. 


Politically interpreted, Calvinism gave to the 
world the idea of Democracy. We spell that word 


‘nowadays with a capital D. It is the biggest word 


in the vocabulary of human government, and ex- 
presses the desire of all free peoples, plus that of 
all peoples who by violent hands have been robbed 
of their liberties. Whence came the concept of 
Democracy? It was hatched in an aery in the high 
mountains above the Arabian Desert whither a 
band of refugees had fled under the leading of 
the Almighty. From the summit of Sinai the 
proclamation of God was heard, declaring His 
sovereignty, together with a logical corollary estab- 
lishing the equal rights of men before Him. That 
was about 1500 years before Christ. The desert 
was peculiarly adapted to the education of the 
people in this mighty system. In the desert no 
man was taller than his neighbor. There they en- 
dured common poverty, common suffering, common 
need of divine direction. There they learned that 
God was over all and that He was bearing them as 
on eagle wings. They were to have equal rights 
and privileges. On that desert was the world’s 
first university, the curriculum of which covered 
all that we include in what we call Calvinism today. 
Let us thank God that those primary principles 
have not yet passed from the minds of men. That 
accounts for this Calvinistic Conference. 


John Calvin was born in the opening decade of 
the sixteenth century. That was a century of re- 
formation, during which all political, educational, 
social and religious institutions underwent a re- 
vamping. It was a century of high literary culture. 
But above all that throng of captains and kings, of 
statesmen and scholars, of churchmen and philoso- 
phers, John Calvin looms upon the horizon as the 
towering giant. | 


I suppose that in a sense it is true that the times 
produce the man. If that be the case, it might 
profit us to turn the leaves that record certain 
Prominent incidents of the preceding century 
that were contributory to the milieu in which this 
man developed. One such event was the entrance 
of gunpowder upon the field of battle. It was 


¢ 


gunpowder that gave the landless man a chance 
to aspire to citizenship, as it destroyed the last 
vestiges of feudalism. Another occurrence was the 
birth of Johan Gutenberg, the father of the art 
of printing by movable type. This was the forecast 
of the mental emancipation of the common peo- 
ple, of the day when even the ploughboys of 
England would find spiritual freedom in the 
perusal of the Book of books. Another was the 
spread of the New Learning, the aftermath of the 
otherwise bootless Crusades. Yet another was the 


discovery of America, that was to become the 


asylum for the oppressed, the field for the rich 
development of Protestant theology and -its at- 
tendant blessings. Under the providence of God 
the fifteenth century was the birth-century for 
those momentous movements that were to equip 
the nations of Europe for a new day. As I have 
mentioned, in the virgin years of the new century 
John Calvin stepped into the arena. “‘Like an armed 
warrior, like a plumed knight’, that valiant French- 
man led the hosts of intelligent believers to con- 
quest. Under his leadership the citadels of super- 
stition and evil were stormed and the gates of 
empires were wrenched from. their hinges. Did 
persecution and unmeasured suffering and massacre 
ensue? Yes. But in the welter of the tempest Chris- 
tian America was born. French, Dutch, German, 
English and Scotch refugees, fearing only their 


consciences and the Judgment Day, sought these 
- strange shores where they might worship their God 


with none to molest. I say again, that is our 
heritage; its conservation is our trust. 


Has this system that evolved from the interpre- 
tation of the Bible by John Calvin any unique 


_characteristics? Has it something that differenti- 


ates it from other schemes of exposition? The 
answer again is, Yes. In conclusion I will make a 
few remarks about certain features that set this 
doctrine apart, and then we will be through. Here 
I shall speak mainly of some observable effects of 
Calvinism that exhibit its inherent cogency. 


One quality of the Calvinist that is noticeable 
is his rigidity. He will break, but he will not bend. 
He is about the stubbornest person on earth. We 
admit that he is terribly hard to deal with; but 
he is genuine. Page Jenny Geddes, who threw her 
stool at the preacher whom she suspected of a lean- 
ing toward prelacy, with the challenge: ‘Dost 
thou say mass at my lug?” An uproar was pro- 
duced in St. Giles that day, but Jenny had her 
way. The story is told of Sandy McPherson upon 
his election to the eldership in the auld kirk. As 
the story goes, Sandy sought the meenister im- 
mediately after the election and said: “Now I 
want you to understand, Dominie, that there will 
be no unanimous vote in the Session as long as I 
am an elder in this kirk.’”’ The word “compromise” 
is not in the vocabulary of Sandy or of his kind. 


Another characteristic of the Calvinist is his 
determination to stand on the side of justice, re- 
gardless of the consequences. And he usually has 
a keen insight into a moral situation. For that 
reason it is proverbial that no criminal lawyer 
wants a Calvinist on a jury unless he is sure that 
his client is innocent. Tom Marshall was one of 
the brightest lawyers ever developed on Kentucky 
soil. Tom was a Presbyterian. He was an orator of 
marked ability. It is said that during a session 
of the circuit court in a northern Kentucky town, 
Marshall was defense attorney in a criminal case. 
The testimony had been heard, the evidence 
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weighed, the jury charged, and this distinguished 


lawyer was making the closing speech for the . 


defense. In his peroration he unleashed his ora- 
torical powers to the extent that the crowded 
court house was thrilled. Completing his argument 
in a mighty appeal to the jury for mercy, he re- 
tired to the lobby to wipe the perspiration from 
his brow. An admiring hearer rushed up to him 
aid said: “Mr. Marshall, that is the greatest speech 
you ever made. Victory is yours!” To his surprise 
Marshall said: ‘“‘You are mistaken. I am not going 
to win. I was simply making a speech. My client 
goes to the penitentiary.” “What makes you think 
that?’”’, asked his neighbor. ‘“‘Well, come here and 
I will show you,’”’ was the reply. With that the 


attorney took the old man to the court-room door, | 


and said: ‘‘Do you see those men in the jury box?”’ 
“Yes.’”? “Do you see those two men in the front 
row—those men with the jeans trousers on?”’ 
“Yes.” “Well, I happen to know that those two 
men learned the Shorter Catechism before they 
were sixteen years old, and they know that I 
haven’t got any case.” All of which means tha‘ 
you can’t pull the wool over the eyes of an in- 
telligent Calvinist. No wonder the lawyers are 
afraid of him. 


Another characteristic is the Calvinist’s loyalty 
to constituted authority. That is a notable fact. 
For instance: The Presbyterian Church would have 
continued to be the state church of England, had 
it not been that it refused to give Cromwell per- 
mission to cut off the head of Charles I. It was 
true that the king had been recreant to every 
trust, which recreancy the Presbyterian Church 
condemned unqualifiedly. But the Church held that 
the king was the representative of the government 
—the symbol of constitutional authority. There- 
fore Cromwell not only beheaded the king, but 
beheaded the Church as well. Again, the American 
Revolution was a revolution in only a limited scnse. 
The American patriots were simply demanding the 
restoration of their ancient rights as British citi- 
zens. It was Presbyterian leadership that brought 
about this demand, with the result that is now 


history. It is said that when the storm broke in | 


the colonies, the prime minister remarked to King 
George III: ‘‘Miss America has run away with a 
Presbyterian parson.” So far as I know that 
incident is not documented, but it is easily believ- 
able. It is a known fact, however, that within a 
few years, certain British statesmen admitted that 
the action of the American colonies had done a 
good turn for British citizenship. In the face of 
determined opposition, Ear] Grey in 1832 brought 
the Reform Bill to a sucessful issue, which prac- 
tically transferred the centre of political power 
» from the aristocratic to the middle classes. British 
Reform was the offspring of American Indepen- 


dence. cer 


We might continue to enumerate the distinguish- 
ing features of Calvinism, but my train for the 
South leaves shortly, and I must go. The Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad is not committed to any agreement 
to delay its trains for backwoods preachers, and 
therefore I must be at the station in time. Your 
hospitality has been greatly appreciated, but it 
should not be over-taxed. We might want to come 
back to Grand Rapids some day. 


Now for the transcendent factor of the Cal- 
vinistic Order. It is its supreme emphasis upon 
God. The constituent doctrines of the system are 
cumulative, all bearing upon, and giving support 


to, and offering an exposition of the central theme 
—the Sovereignty of God. Here in part is what the 
Westminster Divines said of Him: “God hath al] 
life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of him- 
self; and is alone and unto himself all-sufficient;: 
. .- He is alone the fountain of all being, of whom 
and through whom and to whom are all things; 
and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to 
do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever 
he pleaseth. In his sight are all things open and 
manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and 
independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to 
him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in 
all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his com- 
mands. To him is due from angels and men, and 
every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, 
or obedience, he is pleased to require of them.” 
(Confession of Faith, Chapter I, Section II.) 
Herein is the answer to the plaintive cry of a 


hungry, prodigal world; a world that has been 


misled by the egotistical rantings of so-called 
modern teachers; a world that has been victimized 
by a diluted theology and by a humanistic phi- 
losophy—a philosophy that has placed man before 
the footlights and has grudgingly offered the 
Almighty a bit of space at the back of the stage; 
a world in which the luncheon club outranks in im- 
portance the local church. In a word, our thinking 
and our practices have all gone flabby. The only 
hope that I can see is in a resurgence of stern, 
uncompromising, character-building Calvinism. The 
rebuilding must begin, not with the devices of 
men, but with God. That is the heart of Calvinistic 
doctrine. 


Every member of the Grand Rapids Conference 
is in full agreement with this last paragraph, and 
I am sure that he is ready to recognize this as an 
hour for the reconsecration of every one of us 


to the definite and compelling task of proclaiming 
to the world a sound and sturdy Gospel of re- 


demption; a Gospel that admits all the facts of 


human failure and human sin; a Gospel that 
portrays against that dark background the electing 
grace of our God; our God, infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable in his wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness and truth. That is “Calvinism 
and Tomorrow.” That is the answer to the ques 
tion: ‘‘Where do we go from here?”’ 


I must bring this rambling presentation of my 
subject to a close. As spokesman for the assembled 
visitors from various countries, may I congratulate 
Calvin Theological Seminary and Calvin College 
and the management the Second American 
Calvinistic Conference for making possible 4 
memorable occasion in the city of Grand Rapids in 
this year 1942. This meeting will be recorded as 3 
momentous incident in the annals of the religious 
life of our beloved country and in the development 
of erg Kingdom of God among the nations. Good 
night! | 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 


Talladega, Ala. 


| 

cla 

tri 
Als 
: Ch 
| boc 
un 
exé 

to 
sin 
Hi 
the 
29 
an 
| Lo 
is 

cis 

of 
| he: 
Hi 
sul 
ths 

x in 
no 

to 
pr 

| W 

| hu 
| 
ths 
| Lo 
an 
| | she 
ths 

| fe 
the 
be 

be 

| fol 
Di 
ma 

| to 
OV 
Mc 
of 
t 


1949 


1 theme 
That the 
lath all 
of him- 
ficient; 
f whom 
things; 
to 
tsoever 
en and 
le, and 
ig is to 
10ly in 
is com- 
n, and 
service, 
them.” 
n II.) 
r of a 
been 
-called 
imized 
c phi- 
before 
d the 
stage; 
in im- 
inking 
2 only 
stern, 
1. The 
es of 
inistic 


rence 
and 
as an 
of us 
iming 
f re- 
ts of 
that 
eting 
| and 
iness, 
inism 
ques- 


f my 
abled 
ulate 
llege 
rican 
le 


Nov. 1942 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 


The Authority Of The Lord Jesus Christ As 


Exercised In The Presbyterian Church U. S. 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.° 


(Presented to the Presbyterian Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation of Atlanta, Ga., and preached as the doc- 


trinal sermon to the Fall 1942 Meeting of North . 


Alabama Presbytery.) 3 | 
I. The Authority Of Our Lord. 


According to Presbyterianism, the Lord Jesus 


Christ is the sole Head, Lord and King of His 
body, the Church. All authority has been given 
unto Him in Heaven and on earth. He has been 
exalted to God’s right hand a Prince and a Saviour 
to give repentance to Israel and the remission of 
sins. At His Ascension, the Lord God gave unto 
Him the throne of His father David to reign over 
the true Israel of God forever. (B.C.O. 8; Acts II. 
29-36). Christ is prince of the kings of the earth, 
the rightful ruler over every nation and kingdom 
and relationship, but only in His Church is this 
Lordship visibly recognized. Therefore, the Church 
is His visible Kingdom of grace, in which He exer- 
cises His own authority through the ministration 
of His Word. 


Thus, the authority of Christ is not limited to 
heaven, it is exercised also here on earth by His 
Word, the sceptre of His power, the sword out of 
His mouth. And our submission is not merely to 
God in heaven, the obedience of faith calls us to 
subject ourselves to the Holy Spirit speaking in 
the Word: ‘“‘Indeed, it is only in His Word or Spirit 
that we can either honour or despise Christ here; 
in His own Person He is infinitely exalted, so that 
nothing of ours can affect Him; but it is in regard 


to these that He tries our faith and obedience”’ 


(Owen). We are not to set up our opinions, or the 
opinions of the popular religious writers and 
preachers of the day and presume to judge God’s 
Word -by the opinions of men. We dare not call 
God to account before man’s judgment bar. By His 


Word, God sits in judgment upon us and all our 
human thinking, speaking and acting. ‘““The prophet © 


that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he 
that hath my Word let him speak my Word faith- 
fully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the 
Lord. Is not my Word like as a fire, saith the Lord; 
and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces?”’ (Jer. 23:28,29). 


‘Il. The Authority Of His Word. 


‘Our Lord who came as a governor and a 


, shepherd for the people of God and who so spoke 


that men wondered at the words of authority which 
fell from His lips, gave unqualified recognition to 
the authority of God’s Word. One who does not 
believe in all that the prophets ‘have spoken is 
“foolish and slow of heart’’. Scripture “Must needs 
be fulfilled’. “It is written’? is a sufficient answer 
to Satan; for “Scripture cannot be broken’’. We 
call Jesus Lord and Master and so He is; there- 
fore if the high view of the infallible truth and 
Divine authority of the Holy Scripture held by the 


masters of Israel had not been true He would have | 


told us. Rather He laid His hand in benediction 
over the Old Testament Scriptures proving from 
Moses, the prophets and the psalms the necessity 
of the Messiah’s suffering and entering into His 


glory. 


Consequently, He promised the Holy Spirit to 
speak for His disciples and to guide them into all 


truth that they might correctly testify of Him. 


The New Testament writers quote the words of the 
Old Testament as synonymous with the words of 
God. (Mt. xix. 4,5; Heb. iii. 7; Acts iv. 24; Heb. 
1:5f), and quote the New Testament as of equal 
authority with the Old Testament (I Tim. v:18; II 
Pet. iii:16). In two of his earliest epistles, Paul 
demands that his apostolic word, spoken and 
written, be received as the Word of God and calls 
for the exclusion of those who will not so receive 
it (I. Thess. 2:13; II. Thess. 2:15; 3:6,14). It may 
not always be easy to take one’s stand with Christ 
and His Apostles, but it will always be found safe. 
We confess Christ in all the glory which the Holy 
Scripture ascribes to Him, and the Scripture in all 
the authority which our Lord gave to it. 


Our Westminster Confession carefully distin- 


guishes two questions: (1) the ground of the au- 


thority of Scripture and (2) our persuasion of this 
authority. The Confession (1:4) affirms that the 
authority of the Holy Scripture depends not upon 
any man or Church, but wholly upon God the 
author thereof. Because the Scripture is the Word 
of God written, therefore its authority ought to be 
recognized; and it. is authoritative, whether or not 
any of us are persuaded to recognize that authority. 


Then, in 1:5, the Confession deals with the sec- 
ond question, the matter of our persuasion of this 
authority. The ground of the Bible’s authority is 
that it is the Word of God; our persuasion of this 
authority is the testimony of the Holy Spirit. 
According to 14:2, by the saving faith which the 
Holy Spirit works in our hearts we believe to be 
true whatsoever is revealed in the Word for the 
authority’ of God Himself speaketh therein. Our 
General Assembly has passed an in thesi deliver- 
ance to the effect that our ordination vows in- 
volve the acceptance of the infallible truth and | 
Divine authority of the Word of God. This no 


.more means that the Church can give anyone such 


a persuasion than the Church can give a sinner 
saving faith. The Holy Spirit who works saving 
faith in the heart of a sinner, works a persuasion 
of the infallible truth and Divine authority of the 
Holy Scripture in the heart of a minister. But as 
the Church requires a credible profession of saving 
faith for membership, so she requires an acceptance 
of this infallible truth and Divine authority of 
Scripture for ordination. According to the As- 
sembly of 1880 in thesi deliverances are interpre- | 


tations of the Word which not only deserve high 


consideration, but must be submitted to unless 
contrary to the constitution and the Word. 


Ill. This Authority In The Church. 


It belongs to Christ’s Majesty to rule through 
the Word and Spirit by the ministry of men, thus 
mediately exercising His own authority and en- 
forcing His own laws in His body the Church 
(B.C.O. 9). Calvin points out that the power dele- 
gated to officers of the Church comes to them 
not personally, but officially, not so much to their 
ministry as to their ministration, or more spe- 
cifically that the power is given to the Word. They 
have this spiritual power only as they rest in the 
Word. Even our Lord confessed as the source of 
His power, ‘‘My doctrine is not mine, but His that 
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sent me’’. “The power of the Church, therefore, is 


not unlimited, but subjected to the Word of the 
Lord.” In the Church, “the authority of everyone 
is subject to the control of the Word of God” 
(Institutes 4:8:2,4,9). 


Or, to bring out of the storehouse things new, 
as well as old, Professor G. T. Thomson of Edin- 
burgh warns us, “the Church’s weakness is her 
trust in organizations run well. Her strength is 
her reliance upon Christ for everything. ... History 
relates how the humanized edifice driven to assert 
her own authority instead of Christ’s has become 
a persecuting society. . . . The Church is a servant 
and never God.” 


“The exercise of ecclesiastical power, whether 
joint or several, has the divine sanction, when in 
conformity with the statutes enacted by Christ, the 
Lawgiver, and when put forth by courts or by 
officers appointed thereunto in His Word” 
-(B.C.0.19). “This power, therefore, in the church 
is only ‘ministerial and declarative’, that is, the 
power of a minister or a servant to declare and 
execute the law of the Master, Christ, is revealed 
in his word, the statute-book of his Kingdom, the 
Scriptures contained in the Old and New Testa- 
ments. No officer or court of the church has any 
legislative power. ‘Christ alone is Lord of the 
conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines 
and commandments of men which are in anything 
contrary to the Word, or beside it in matters of 
faith and worship’ (C.O.F. 20:2). Slavery to 
Christ alone is the true and only freedom of the 
human soul’. (Leslie P.L.&P. p.50). “The power 


of a preacher is the power of a minister or servant. 


to declare his Master’s will, both in reference to 
the credenda and agenda in preaching.” (Peck). 


This doctrine of the sufficiency of the written 
Word is the architectonic principle of the Scottish 
covenants. It is taught in the Scots’ Confession, 
the Westminster Confession and Catechisms, the 
petition of the. Westminster Divines to Parliament 
and in the adopting act of 1729 in which the 
original American Synod disclaimed “all legis- 
lative power and authority in the Church’’. In the 
Preliminary Principles drawn up for the first 
American General Assembly, John Witherspoon 
wrote, “All church power, whether exercised by 
the body in general, or in the way of repre- 
sentation by delegated authority, is only ministerial 
and declarative, that is to say, the Holy Scriptures 
are the only rule of faith and manners. No church 
judiciary ought to pretend to make laws to bind 
the conscience in virtue of their own authority, 
and all their decisions should be founded upon 
the revealed will of God.” : 


Though Witherspoon’s noble principles formed 
part of the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA they were not entirely lived up to, 
partly because an ecclesiastical offense was de- 
fined as anything contrary to the Word of God 
or which, if it be not in its own nature sinful, may 
tempt others to sin or mar their spiritual edifi- 
cation. Just before the division of the Presbyterian 
Church a committee of which Dr. Thornwell was 
Chairman and Dr. Charles Hodge a member pro- 
posed a revision of the Book of Discipline chang- 
ing this definition. Regarding the last part of this 
definition as either tautology or error, Thornwell’s 
committee held, “In respect of discipline, that an 
offense, the proper object of that discipline, is 
nothing but what the Word of God condemns as 
sinful.” Unfortunately, this report was never 


adopted by the undivided Church. However, it has 
since become fundamental in Southern Presby. 
terian Polity. | 


In declaring that the sole functions the 


Church are to proclaim, to administer and to ep. 
force the law of Christ revealed in the Scripture, 
that church courts can make no law binding the 
conscience, and in defining an offense exclusively 
as anything in the principles or practice of gq 
church member professing faith in Christ which js 
contrary to the Word of God, our Book of Church 
Order has simply carried out the great Presby- 
terian principle of the sufficiency or completeness 
of Scripture which looms so large in our Confession 
and in the catechetical expositions of the first two 
commandments. Indeed, it is only carrying out the 
teaching of Scripture. “The Lord is our judge, the 
Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our King.” “In 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men’. “We must obey God 
rather than men.” 


IV. The Authority Of Presbyterian Courts. 


Thus, Southern Presbyterian Polity holds with 
R. E. Thompson, a former historian of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, that Presbyterian courts are 
not legislatures, but only courts for the interpre- 
tation of the law (Presbyterians, p.66), and differs 
with A. C. Zenos, their later historian, who says: 
“These courts are more than means of administer- 
ing justice. They are seats of authority in the 
comprehensive sense. They are centers of govern- 
ment with legislative, judicial and executive func- 
tions” (Presbyterianism in America, p.19). We do 
not hold that they are merely meetings for fellow- 
ship and advice, as the Congregationalists do; nor 
that they are legislatures with power to make laws, 
as Rome does. Rather they are courts empowered 
by the Lord Jesus Christ to interpret and enforce 
by spiritual authority His Word. 


Dr. Peck distinguishes our view from that of 
the Papists, the Erastians and the Latitudinarians. 


He is espeeially insistent against this last danger. 


“Liberty in the mouths of those who have the 
power in their hands, means doing what they 
please, serving their own lust of dominion, and 
lording it’ over the weak and defenceless. Where 
the largest discretionary power has been claimed 
and exercised in the nominal Church of God, there 
the people groaned under the hardest bondage; for 
it is the discretionary power of the rulers to im- 
pose burdens upon the people . . . the word of 
God and that alone is the safeguard of freedom.” 
Peter calls on the presbyters to be ensamples of 
the flock, not lords over God’s heritage. 


Distinguishing between the dogmatic, adminis- 
trative and judicial powers of the Church, Peck 
reasons: “There is no legislative power in the 
church, properly so called, but only a judicial] and 
administrative power. The law is in the Bible, and 
nowhere else, and Christ is the only lawgiver. But 
all the details of the application of the law are not 
given, and could not have been given without 
swelling the book to dimensions utterly incompat- 
ible with its ready use as a rule.” Congress passes 


laws, but leaves to the Departments of Governr- | 


ment the making of regulations in circumstantial 
matters of detail. Such agencies exercise not a 
legislative, but a diatatic power, the power of 
arranging and ordering under the law. 


Christ has given to His Church officers, oracles 
and ordinances. He has ordained His system of 
doctrine, government, discipline and worship to 
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which He commands that nothing be added 
(B.C.O. 10). But there are circumstances in the 
worship of God and the government of the Church 
common to human actions and societies which 
are to be ordered by the light of nature and 
Christian prudence according to the general rules 
of the Word which are always to be observed. 
These circumstances are the concomitants of an 
action without which it cannot be done or cannot 
be done with decency and decorum. “We must 
carefully distinguish between those circumstances 
which attend ‘human actions’ as such, i.e. without 
which the actions could not be, and those circum- 
stances which though not essential, are added as 
appendages. These last do not fall within the juris- 
diction of the Church. She has no right to appoint 
them. They are circumstances in the sense that 
they do not belong to the substance of the act. 
They are not circumstances in the sense that they 
so surround it (circumstance) that they cannot be 
separated from it’? (Peck, Ecclesiology 2nd. Ed. 
pp.115,116,118,120-122). Adger recognizes the 
propriety of church regulations, but warns against 
making laws respecting one’s relations to God. 
Bannerman insists that the Church has no right 
to prescribe a ceremony for worship, no right to 
decide in sacris; but does have a right to decide how 
the rites and ceremonies of worship prescribed in 
Scripture are to be conducted, a right to decide 
circum sacra. The circumstantial details only are 
left to Christian prudence (B.C.O. 58). 


This discretionary power ought never to be 
exalted above the power of the Word. We ought 
never to take our regulations more seriously than 
we take the doctrines of God’s holy Word. Some 
of our leading thinkers are deeply yconcerned lest 
we introduce into the Book of Church Order, 
under the guise of rules, laws that bind the 
conscience. For instance, is the requirement that 
a minister must lay down his pastoral office at a 
specified age only the regulation of a circum- 
stantial detail, or is it what Peck calls an appendage 
a oe which the Church has no authority to 
enact? 


Authority in the Presbyterian Church is to be 
exercised by Church courts. These powers come to 
all of the courts from the Head of the Church, 
and prior to any constitutional jurisdiction every 
court has all the power that any court has. “The 
power of the whole is in every part, and the power 
of the whole is over the power of every part.” “It 
is not one order of clergy rising above another, 
like the gradation in the Roman hierarchy, but a 
large square of the same order or presbyters, in- 
cluding a smaller until the ‘great cube’ is reached. 
The subordination is not that of inferior officers 
to superior, but of a smaller body to a larger 
body of the same order—the smaller constituting 
a part of the larger.” “The presbytery does not 
derive its powers from the session, nor the synod 
from the presbytery, nor the general assembly from 
the synod or presbyteries in an ascending scale, nor 
the synod from the general assembly, etc. in a 
descending scale. But as every court is a presbytery 
composed of presbyters of two classes, it is clothed 
with all the powers of government” by the Divine 
Head of the Church. The sphere of the several 
courts, therefore, is not determined by the place 
they occupy in the scale, but by the definitions of 
the constitution (Peck, 204-5; B.C.O. 59 


Since these courts are the governing bodies in 
the Church they are unable to transfer their 
governing authority to any other organization or 
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body no matter how good it may be. (Leslie, par. 
82). This was brought out in debates over the 
Board system just prior to our independent organi- 
zation, as a result of which we have not semi-inde- 
pendent Boards, but Executive Committees each 
directly responsible to the General Assembly. 
Consequently our Executive Committees are 
governed by the General Assembly, not by inter- 
denominational agencies. By analogy our the- 
ological’ seminaries are governed by the Consti- 
tution of the Church and the courts thereof. They 
are neither autonomous nor are they governed by 
civil or academic agencies. All the promotional 
work of the committees is subject to the courts of 


the Church, session, presbytery, synod and general 


assembly, not vice versa. Nor is the church 
governed by forums, summer conferences or 
periodicals. 


A larger body of equal presbyters is the Church’s 
safeguard against that totalitarian control which is 
sweeping so many countries. In order to bring in 
their absolutism the Stuarts saw that it was 
necessary to place bishops over the presbyteries. 
The introduction of bishops into the Church in 


Germany after the First World War made it much 


harder for the Confessional Church to withstand 
Hitler. The inability of the Japanese to find our 
bishop has made it harder for them to crush the 
Presbyterian churches in China. I am happy that. 
the ablest of our ecclesiastics are interpreting the 
commission on the minister and his work as a 
committee and administering it as gentlemen and 
as brethren. But just because totalitarianism is 
abroad in the world would it not be safer and more 
befitting Presbyterian polity for this new .instru- 
ment to be a committee or an executive committee 


with the express privilege of appeal to presbytery? 


V. The Authority Of The Presbyterian 
| Standards. 


In governing the Church, our courts do not need 
to start de novo in their interpretation: of Scripture. 
Our Book states, ‘“‘The Confession of Faith and the 
larger and Shorter Catechisms of the Westminster 
Assembly, together with the formularies of gov- 
ernment, discipline and worship, are accepted by 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. as standard 
expositions of Scripture in relation to both faith 
and practice” (173). Thus, without thereby adding 
to the terms of ordination, the Assembly has the 
right to offer in thesi deliverances declaring certain 
things which are stated in the very language of 
these formularies to be involved in the ordination 
vows, as it did in 1939, justified in 1940, and 
maintained in the Lilly resolution of 1942. 


Acting on this principle the Assembly of 1941 
instructed its committee on revisions to examine 
current Dispensationalism and point out wherein 
that movement differs from the Standards of the 
Church. But while we are using this measuring rod 
to judge Dispensationalism, it certainly behooves 
us before the great searcher of hearts to examine 
our own teaching, the books we prescribe for 
credit courses, and the’ teachers we introduce into 
our conferences by these same standards. Diverse 
weights and diverse balances, both are an abomi- 
nation to me, saith the Lord (Proverbs 20:10). 


Lack of space limits the statement of Hodge’s 
careful exposition of the meaning of the Presby- 
terian ordination vows. Briefly, he shows that in 
accepting the system of doctrine contained in the 
standards we hold all those doctrines that are 
common to Christians which are summed up in the 
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Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, that we 
accept those doctrines that are common to Protes- 
tants as distinguished from. Romanists, that we 
hold those that are peculiar to the Reformed 
Churches as distinguished from Lutherans, Ar- 
}  minians and later sects. Then he specifies these 
doctrines which constitute our system through two 
large pages (Church Polity, pp. 332-340). 


: We shall each give account of himself .to God; 
: and among other things we shall account to the 
Head and King of the Church for the. way in which 
we inwardly believe and outwardly preach the 
system of doctrine to which we have given our 
allegiance and which we are authoritatively using 
| to judge other systems. May the Word of Christ 
have free course and be glorified in our preach- 
ing, may the Kingship of Christ be honored as in 
judgment we yield submission to and administer 
the oracles of God, and may we each be re- 
ceived, notwithstanding our imperfect lives and 
— in the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
men. 


“Professor of Church History and Polity, in 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


— 


Student Christian Activities 
At Davidson College 


The Davidson student has many opportunities _ 


for worship, Christian fellowship, self-expression, 
and prayer. There is nothing on the campus which 
gives him a better setting for these religious ac- 
tivities than the weekly hall prayer meetings. 

Each Wednesday night at 10:15 o’clock the bell 
on Chambers sounds, reminding every man on the 
campus of a prayer meeting on his hall. Many 
opportunities and blessings wait for him when he 
goes. There he will hear a fellow student speak 
on “How Is The Christian Life Different,” or 
“Prayer And Its Effects,’”’ or some similar subject. 
Perhaps the meeting will be in the form of a dis- 
cussion of some campus problem which lets the 
fellows in on each others’ thoughts, prompting 
understanding between the men, and usually help- 
ing someone in deciding his problems. 

All of the dormitories have meetings on each 
hall. On each hall is a leader, often two, who plan 
the meetings. He is a hard worker and a man who 
can. be counted on. After each meeting he writes 
a report of the number present and the effect and 
worth of the meeting. These reports are collected 
and taken to the two members of the “Y” Cabinet 
who are in charge. These men record the attend- 
ance and study the messages from the hall leaders. 
Helpful criticism is remembered and requests are 
‘answered. 

Frequently all of the hall leaders, with the two 
Cabinet leaders, meet for conference. There is al- 
ways free exchange of ideas, discussion of pro- 
grams, and helpful hints which improve the work. 

At such a time as this, when prayer is sorely 
needed, college men are praying. These meetings 
are entirely voluntary and are not under any fac- 
ulty regulation. Members of the faculty, adminis- 
tration and others are frequently invited to speak 
or lead discussion, but the meetings are usually 
for the students only. There men feel free to 
speak and often offer their first public prayers. 
There, students enjoy the privilege of worshiping 
together and an important need of college and 
personal work is met. | 


MONTREAT 


By R. C. Anderson 
President 


Perhaps many of our Montreat. friends have 


noticed in the papers that Assembly Inn is to be 


occupied by some of the families of German and 
Japanese diplomats who are now internees under 
the protection of the government, and surely these 
friends would like to have fuller information in 
regard to this occupation. 


It is only a temporary occupation. The minimum 
limit is six weeks, beginning October 29, and the 
maximum limit is to April 1, 1943. - 


All of the internees will be restricted to the Inn 
and the grounds between the building and Lake 
Susan. Even the Montreat Office Building will not 


be within the restricted area, nor will the His- 


torical Foundation nor the entrance to the His- 
torical Foundation from the north side of the 
building be within the restricted area. 


There will be twenty-four official guards set 
about the building and there will be no communi- 
cation nor connection whatsoever with the college 
campus or other grounds in the Montreat District. 


There will be 264 of these internees. A large 
portion of them will be women and children. They 
will be of the best element, both of Germans and 
Japanese, and while they were interned at White 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., and in Grove Park Inn, 
Asheville, N. C., we are informed they gave no 
trouble whatsoever. We are assured by the gov- 
ernment authorities that they will be of no an- 
noyance whatever to any of the operations of the 
college and that the college and the residents of 
Montreat would scarcely know they were in the 
grounds but for seeing them at a distance. They 
will be kept incommunicado. 


We are opening Sylvan Heights as a first class 
boarding house for guests coming to Montreat dur- 
ing the period of occupation of the Inn. 


We consider it a privilege for Montreat to be 


of some service to our government in this critical 


time of its great need. It will also be an oppor- 
tunity to show these people who have been brought 
providentially within our borders the meaning of 
the Christian life and they will receive at the 
hands of all who serve them an example of the 
Christian way of living. It will also give the As 
sembly Inn some financial help during the months 
that it needs it most. 


Immediately upon the request of the govern- 
ment when we were approached to grant the use 
of Assembly Inn, communication was made with 
a majority of the Board of Directors and every 
one of these thought to voluntarily offer the use 
of the building, under the terms mentioned, was 


the proper thing to do. 


We wish to give assurance, as far as the eeusii 
arrangements are concerned, that no church use 
of the buildings or the Montreat Grounds will be 
disturbed in the slightest degree. We have assur- 
ance that the government will restore any dan- 
age, if any, that might be done, and we will have 
ample time to make ready for the meeting of the 
Assembly in May and all of our conferences as 
scheduled for the summer without the slightest 
interruption. 
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‘Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. “8 Faucette 


CHRISTMAS 1942 


What time I am afraid 

I will trust in Thee. 

In spite of war and its horrors, 

In spite of heartaches and pain, 

The Christ who was born in a manger 
Can bring peace to the heart again. 
The wonderful joy of Christmas 
Will be ours each day of the year 
When the Christ Child comes in 

The Conqueror of Sin 

And whispers, “Be of good cheer.” 


* * 


AUXILIARY TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 
“Joy Gift For Ministerial Relief’’ 


December is indeed a joy month, for though 
the cross was ahead, did not the angels proclaim 
“joy to the world” nOaETy two thousand years 


ago? 

Christmas 1942 will find the meni in agony and 
only by fixing our eyes upon Christ and trying to 
obey His commands can we experience anything 
akin to joy, but there is that blessing as we live 
in the love of our risen Lord. 


“If ye love me you will keep my command- 
ments,” Christ told us, and one of the command- 
ments left to the Church was to minister to the 
necessity of those of the household of faith. 


It is wonderful to find our privilege and duty : 


so well defined by Scripture. Our Church has 
planned this service to be — observed at 
this season of the year. 


The Ministerial Relief Office, in Louisville, Ky., 
has received so many expressions of deep _grati- 
‘tude from the recipients of this Joy Gift in the 
past that Dr. Sweets has selected a few of these 
for us to give you this month. The reading of them 
warms the heart and will make us very humble as 
we realize that the Joy Gift of the past which cost 
us so little has meant so much to these saints of 
our Church who are now living in the twilight hour 
of their sojourn here. It will also draw to our at- 
. tention that they have given God all the glory. 


* 


From a useful, devoted minister: Many thanks 
for your kindness in sending the check. I deeply 
appreciate the sympathetic words accompanying it. 
I have reached my 81st birthday. While I have 
passed through many days when it seemed that 
the end was near, I have been spared to joy in the 
love of my dear ones and to pray for God’s bless- 
ing to rest on the work of our beloved Church. 
You and your work have been remembered every 
day when I have been able at all to remember 
what was taking place. I rejoice in the many evi- 
dences of love of the Church. 


* 


From a widow’s heart: As usual when I have 
an emergency arising in my affairs—this time fi- 


seid is the Church which comes to the res- 


‘cue. I do appreciate it, and thank your committee 


for the regular help that comes each month and 
for the extra gift sent with it this month. I pray 
always for the Church, the committee, and you. 


F rom a minister 82 years of age: Not only will 
this increase in the monthly check be an appreci- 
able aid financially in these very unusual times, 


- but it is highly encouraging to my wife and to the 


writer also to be remembered in our declining 
years. After they have passed the active part of 
their lives, old people delight to be remembered 


- by the younger generation. May God richly bless 


all those still on the firing line for Christ. If I had 
my life to go over, I would choose the Christian 
ministry, with this difference: knowing what I do 
now, try to do much more and harder service for 
the Master than I did before. 


From a widow of, a useful minister: I pray that 
each one who makes this double check possible 
will receive a double blessing. With rents and liv- 
ing expenses going up all the time it is very hard 
to get along. If it were not for a few odd jobs I 
find to do, I don’t know how I would manage, but 
God has been very good to me. I have His promise 
that “He will never leave me nor — me,” and 
I know this is true. 


From an aged servant of our Church: I thank 
you most heartily for your kind letter of recent 
date and for the double check in March. This will 
ease many strains and lighten the burdens of ris- 
ing costs of living. 


From a devetad ‘minister’s widow: Your check 


came today, and please accept my heartfelt thanks 


for the added help. My glasses need to be changed; 
now I can have it done, and I am so grateful for 
the money which makes this possible. 


From an aged widow of one of our ministers: 
I wish you could know what a thrill your letter 
with the double check gave me. I had been pray- 
ing for several days for some extra money to pay 
a doctor’s bill, and just did not know where it 


could come from. My daughter with whom I live 


said, “Mama, the Lord certainly takes care of 
you.” With many, many thanks. | 


| 


From a Presbyterian minister’s widow’s home: 
Please let me thank you for the nice check you 
sent my mother. These monthly payments have 
meant so much to her, and the extra payment will 


enable her to have some extras that she would not 


have had. She had a very bad case of flu after 
Christmas, but has recovered from that. She is an 
invalid, now 91 years of age. Thank you atti 
and may God bless you in your work. 
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Thanksgiving And Tears 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D.* 


“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
Neh. 8:10. 


At the strangest times God’s: commandments 
come. A call to thanksgiving is sounded by God 
amid hearts that are vastly heavy and sorely hurt. 
When Israel was broken and their faces bathed 
in tears, God’s commandment was, “joy.” -“‘Go 
your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet ... this 


‘day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for 
the Lord is your strength.” 


Life, untaught by God’s Word, can never rise 
to its highest level. God has many surprises for 
His children. We are glad that He says, “‘As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways.”’ 

God’s people often need a new outlook. The 


_ bitter cup of exile, loneliness, persecution, broken 


homes and hearts fronted and troubled Israel. This 
must be overcome and God’s people must rest their 
minds, relax and rejoice. God makes provisions for 
our relaxations. We need to unbend that the bow 
of life may keep its resiliency. ‘‘Drink the sweet, 
eat the fat, send portions, for the joy of the Lord 


‘is your strength.”’ 


The feast here re-established by Nehemiah is 
most significant. It is the feast of the tabernacles 
which Israel had not celebrated since the days of 
Joshua. Simple and, yet, exceedingly significant, 
the people were sent to the woods and the hills for 
boughs and branches. They built arbors and booths 
on their house-tops, in the yards, and the streets, 
in the “church yards,’”’ they left their homes and 
all the comfort and security thereof and for a full 
week dwelt under the arbors and booths out of 
doors. Why? What does this feast of tabernacles 
signify? There is a deep-flowing current of com- 
fort and challenge here. 

Just like this fragile shelter, so this feast sig- 
nifies that our life is temporary, transient. We 
have no permanent, solid abiding place. This life 
is fleeting. Just as its joys and delights seem to 
swiftly go through our fingers: so also its sorrows 


and heartaches can not long abide. They are tran- 


sient and brief. 

This feast further says we are really dependent 
upon God. Our strong, well appointed homes, our 
towering concrete skyscrapers, our enormous fac- 
tories, and mammoth ships, all tend to deceive. So 
God brings His people out and lets them sit under 
the booths. Thus they find that in reality they 


know that man must live a day at a time. It is | 


only as God wills that we shall live and do this or 
that. Our life is so frail—as the mist of the 
morning—our day is so short as a hand’s breadth! 

As we sit under this booth, the sun streaming 
through the boughs at noonday and the pitiless 
winds chilling us in the night watches; we learn 
another, a great positive lesson—God is quite suf- 
ficient. God alone is enough. In the wilderness our 
fathers had no homes, no wells, no farms, no fac- 
tories, no organized business, but they did have 


“enemies and hunger and thirst. Yes, and always 


remember, they had God. And He was sufficient 
for all who trusted and obeyed Him. 

Therefore, we can rejoice. Under all circum- 
stances, in sunshine or shadow, we rejoice in God. 
the fat,’’ says Nehemiah, “drink the sweet.” 
The joy that comes from God is the source of 
your sufficient strength. Sit under your booth. 


.Think. God can care for His people. God did care 


for His people. God will care for His people. We, 
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by faith in Christ, are His people. “Lift up your 
heads, oh ye gates, even lift them up ye ever. 
lasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come 
in.” The joy of the Lord is yours, it is your 
strength. Gladness in God is your “stronghold,” 
your refuge. Are our hearts burdened and hurt? 
Is ther anxiety, loneliness? Are we separated far 
from many who are dear to us? Are they in dap- 
ger? Just trust and be glad in God. All life has g 


. blessed meaning. Rest, wait, trust. Your protec. 


tion is not in stone walls. It is not in brick or 
mortar. It is not in fire and sword. It is not in our 
homes and our accustomed places. Look at the 
boughs above you. Look at this booth. It is a fit 
picture of all human effort to protect our interest 
and to satisfy our souls. Our best is insufficient. 
If we are protected and kept, provided for and 
given peace, God must do it. God can do it apart 
from our accustomed comforts. Yes, mark you, 
God will do it. Brave heart, come another step with 
me. God is doing it. With God, it is always “through 
the water,” “through the rivers,’’ ‘“‘through the 
fire,” “through the valley of the shadow of death.” 
Israel, remember: how did your fathers ever get 
to this land of promise and hope? How did they 
ever come through the wilderness? Was it by their 
might, their splendid organization, their invincible 
army, their own wisdom and military power? Did 
they? They did not! What did they have? Nothing 
but God, and He was sufficient. Though our earth- 
ly preparations and plans, protections and provis- 
ions are well symbolized by the booth and the 
boughs covering us in the open, yet we have as 
all our fathers had, the Presence and the Power 
and the Peace of God. 

You have the same God Who led and protected 
and kept Israel. He is sufficient, yes, and this is 
His call: “Eat the fat, drink the sweet, neither be 
ye sorry, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 


*Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Ga. : 


That We May Advance / 


To Christ! 


By Rev. W. Hoyt Wakefield“ 

The Dillingham church is strictly rural, located 
25 miles north of Asheville, N. C., at the foot of 
Craggy Gardens, via Barnardsville. The church is 
centrally located in a community of 96 homes. 
Only one other church, a Baptist, ministers to the 
spiritual development of the community. Their 
membership is very small and their pastoral care is 
limited to two brief periods each month. A Christian 
cooperative fellowship between the two congre- 
gations is definitely so. Realising that the com- 
munity needs a Christian program to direct an ad- 
vance to Christ and to stimulate a Presbyterian 
consciousness the following program was submitted 
to the members of our church as objectives in our 
four year Advance to Christ. For seven weeks it 
has been executed and most pleasing results ac- 
company it. 

First, a diagram was prepared showing the lo- 
cation and name of each home. This showed 96 
homes, some of which contained two or more 
families. The next step was to divide these homes 
into groups of 8 forming twelve groups. The reason 
for assigning 8 homes to each group was a period 
of prayer was to begin and continue for a period 
of 8 weeks, meeting on Wednesday nights, meeting 
in some home of each of the 12 groups upon invl- 
tation. We have not forced these prayer meetings 
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into any home. All the twelve groups have func- 
tioned beautifully with the exception of one. Seven 
of these families turned prayers from their doors 
saying they were too busy therefore did not have 
time for them. This group becomes an objective 
for prayer and personal work that they may soon 
be enlisted. 

With the assistance of one who understood the 
spiritual status of each home twelve chairmen were 
assigned to the duty of carrying this program to 
their respective groups. They were to either lead 
the worship at the prayer groups or see that some- 
one did. These twelve chairmen, not officers of 
the church, but just men and women of the 
church, six of whom never took an active part in 
a Christian religious service, even had never made 
an audible prayer in public, become the key per- 
sons who will carry the spiritual messages to the 
community. 

How was it that these inexperienced people ac- 
cepted and agreed to do what they could? The re- 


sponsibility of parents to their children in nurtur- | 


ing them in the admonition of the Lord was the 
general theme of my sermons for six weeks prior 
to the presentation of our objectives. They knew 
they could not decline and expect spiritual health 
for their children. 

- These chairmen are called regularly for in- 
struction in the work they are to do. Plans are 
presented that they may work upon. Many of 
them are showing some initiative and are seeing 
visible changes for the good. They have been made 
to know that the pastor can not do all the work 


by himself. 


For seven weeks prayers have been observed in 
the homes of this community, yes, Baptist, Presby- 
terian and in homes without any church affiliation. 
Only 9 homes of the 96 have declined to invite 
their neighbors in. for prayers. 

The week of the first prayer meeting a survey 
of the 96 homes was made by the twelve chairmen. 


_ Sixteen questions were asked. From this survey we 


know many of our spiritual needs. It revealed 
more than one hundred persons of church age had 


- not accepted Christ as their Saviour. It showed 


more than 250 persons not in Sunday school. How 
many parents were or were not confessing Chris- 
tians.s How many children under one year of age 
not dedicated to God. It gave a concrete picture 
of what we have before us to do. 

Each Wednesday night I visit with a different 
prayer group. I conducted this service myself for 
it gives me a contact with people who never attend 
church. A record is kept by the chairmen of each 
group showing a detailed description of each meet- 
ing. It shows any new family that attends for the 
first time. It keeps a record of family attendance 
and also shows who took part in any way. 

Posteards are mailed prior to each meeting 
stating where the groups will meet. This is not 
only a reminder but a guide for those who may 
have not been regular in attendance. 

Here is an _ observation worth remembering. 
When people do not have means of transportation 
for their families to any worship service many of 
them will not attend. And too, if the worship is 
at the church they are accustomed to “‘dolling up’’. 
This “dolling up” keeps many less fortunates from 
the church. By meeting in the neighbor homes they 
do not feel the necessity of “dolling up” but will 
carry the children across the field to their neigh- 
bors and make themselves perfectly at home. This 
is a proven fact and should not be overlooked. 

Here are some of the results that indicate we 


are advancing to Christ. One elder who had never 
made an audible prayer in public is now doing so. 
Twenty-two family altars have taken form and the 
whole family is participating in them. The depart- 
ments of the church are increasing in attendance 
and interest in people. 

The men of the Church have planned a Thanks- 
giving dinner for the entire church. They are 
paying for and preparing the food. They will go 
for and deliver free of charge the entire com- 
munity to the church’ on this occasion. Seventy 
percent of the homes of this community are at 
prayer each Wednesday evening reaching an aver- 
age of 194 people. Three of the prayer groups 
plan to continue through the winter. Men, women, 
and young people are participating in the pro- 
grams and prayers are coming from the lips of 
many who thought they could not pray. 

This four-year program is under way with the 
following certain objectives: 1. To give pre- 
‘eminence to Christ. 2. To bind together the 
people as one community. 3. To advance to Christ 
through prayer. Hence erection of family altars. 
4. Sponsor reading and study of God’s Word. 5. 
Train leaders. 6. Personal workers. 7. Systematic 
visitation. 7. Increase attendance in all depart- 
ments. 8. Teach Stewardship. . 


*Pastor of the Dillingham Presbyterian Church, 


Barnardsville, N. C 


The Early Workers In 
Tsingkiangpu . China 
| By Rev. B. C. Patterson, D.D.* 

The reports of those returning on the Gripsholm 
sum up for us fifty years of loving and devoted 
service. 

It was my great privilege to begin my mission 
work at Tsing Kiang Pu, the first station opened 
by our Church North of the Yangtse River. I 
was there for nearly three years and saw their 
work and heard their problems. At this semi-cen- 
tennial I would recall some of the incidents and 
work that had to do with these early messengers 
of the cross “that those who sow and those who 
reap may rejoice together’ in today’s rich harvest. 
Rev. A. Sydenstricker and Mrs. Sydenstricker. 
They were very earnest and zealous and little de- 
served the damage their famous daughter, did to 
their good name. Dr. Sydenstricker was untiring 


‘in his itinerating. He learned the language well 


and provoked others to study hard. While I was - 
struggling with an aspirate he assured me that 


-_ I could not get across the fords of Jordan alive. 


His greatest contribution to mission policy was 


his insistence on trained native workers. 


Dr. Edgar Woods. Dr. Woods established the 
first medical work at Tsingkiangpu. The people 
were hostile and scary. One day he came in with 
spit on his back. He wiped it off and said. “They 
spit on my Master too’”’. Could he return today and 


see the hundreds of thousands that flow through 
‘the great hospital near where his little dispensary 


used to be he would say, “‘What hath God wrought!’’ 

Dr. H. M. Woods and Mrs. Woods. While Dr. 
Woods was busy with his literary work Mrs. Woods 
was making a truly Christian home in the -dark 
haunts of Chicken Coop Alley. From this home 
came their devoted and talented daughter who has 
carried the torch at Hwaian, ten miles away, 
through all these recent years. For two milleniums 
Confucius had been worshipped almost as a god. 
Few men were hardy enough to say anything 
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‘derogatory of Confucius. His wise moral precepts 
were excellent. However his worship of: parents 
and atheism were the chief obstacles of our work 
among the scholars. Dr. Woods published the text 
of the Chinese classic with a sympathetic exposition 
and showed where Confusius erred. These books 
had a tremendous circulation among the young 
generation of scholars, and undoubtedly were a 
large factor in freeing the minds of the young and 
turning the 1400 and more Confucian temples into 
relics of the past. 

Dr. and Mrs. James R. Graham. Where once 
unfriendly water melons and worse crashed on Dr. 
Graham’s head there are today hosts of friends, 
and chapels with their own congregations. The 
mission had long debated the wisdom of adding 
education to the direct preaching work of the 
mission. With Dr. Graham’s encouragement the 
first little school in North Kiangsu was opened 
in 1892. This work has grown marvelously. Tens 
of thousands of children have begun their school 
life in these mission schools and have learned the 


catechisms and the Bible as well as the three — 


Rs. These children, now men, are scattered all over 
China as teachers, farmers, merchants and in im- 
portant positions. Their dialect may be the click 
lock of Tsingkiangpu, or the sibilants of the North, 
but wherever we have heard it it has been Chris- 
tian. 

In 1891 and 92 Mrs. Graham was the only 
woman in the station and the lot of a woman 
pioneer was hers. A pioneer in an ignorant and 
scrubby and hostile multitude. She established a 
model home in a little Chinese house. Nothing 
could be kept from the curious eyes of the people 
around us. They even punched holes in a wall so 
that they could take out a brick and look through 
a glass door and see the foreigners eat. I sug- 


gested that we put up a screen and not feel those 
eyes on us all the time. Mrs. G. said allow them 
to see and they will know that we are not doing 
what we should not do. (They often said that we 
ate children.) Her home was a haven for gl] 
travelers, missionaries and others. She spoke Chi. 
nese fluently and was a clear and untiring teacher. 
The Chinese used five notes instead of eight ip 
their music, and had no clean songs. Mrs. Graham’s 
clear sweet voice and her talent for music were 
greatly used in teaching the church and the poor 
oppressed women to come to God in song. 


Mrs. Graham bore her part in the difficult 
itinerating work, throughout her whole life. When 
little Georgie was a year old she bundled her up 
and went with her on a difficult itinerating trip 
with Dr. Graham and two others. They were 
caught in a heavy snow and in a leaky, windy boat, 
They went through robber sections where the Chi- 
nese that accompanied them crouched through the 
night in fear of violence. The infant drew such 
crowds to and on to the boat that often it had to 
be anchored out in the deep water. Most. mothers 
would have felt that their place was at home. 
Today neat little chapels stand where she and 
others have spent weeks living and teaching the 
benighted women whom she loved. And a- daughter 
is today giving her gentle and beautiful life to the 
work that mother and father loved. 

Mrs. Graham has recently gone to the Saviour 
whom ‘she served and loved so well. She truly 
would rejoice to see the fruitage of today. 

The young Church is established and is true, 
but now it is cut off from its teachers and helpers. 
In our rejoicing we must ever remember them in 
prayer. 


*A retired missionary in Staunton, Va. 


The Soong Family Of China 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* 


(This is the first of three articles, by Dr. Clark, on the 
Soong family to appear in The Journal. The second article to 
be published in December will tell of the conversion of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek; the third article will tell of 
the devotion of the Soong family to China, their devotion to 
the cause of freedom, and their loyalty to Christ and His 
teachings.) 

It is probably not an exaggeration to say that 
the sons and daughters of Charlie Jones Soong of 
China represent today the most interesting family 
in the world. In beginning this article on the Soong 
family, I want to make it clear that the facts set 
forth do not spring from personal experience or 
research. I am passing on to you information that 
I have received from my sister and her husband, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher S. Brockman. Mr. Brockman 
was for more than twenty-five years General 
Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. in China and Korea, and 
the information that I am conveying in these 
articles, to a large extent, comes to me from first 
hand information. In fact, most of this that I will 
write might properly be in quotation marks. 

Charlie Jones Soong, father of the great Soong 
“Dynasty”, so called, was educated in the United 
States. He ran away from home when a young 
lad and became a stow-a-way on a steamer leaving 


Shanghai, China for Wilmington, North Carolina. 
After leaving port, within a few hours he was dis- 
covered, hidden in the hold of the steamer and 

s taken to the Captain. The Captain decided 

put him off at Nagasaki, Japan, and send him 
back to Shanghai. There was a missionary on board 
returning to America for his furlough. He heard 
of the little stow-a-way and asked the captain to 
permit him to talk with the boy. The missionary 
became interested in the little lad and agreed: to 
pay his passage to America. The captain consented, 
and he brought him home as his protege. The 
missionary lived in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
and Charlie Soong began life in America in his 
new home about 1880. 


He first attended school in Wilmington and then 
entered Old Trinity College at Durham, now Duke 


University. This Methodist Missionary, whose name 


unfortunately I do not know, interested some 
prominent Methodist layman in the lonely little 
Chinese boy. General Julian S. Carr took a deep 
interest in his career and aided him in every way 
possible. Charlie Soong was an independent young: 
ster, and he was not willing to be “carried” by 
these Christian friends. He worked his way through 
college and spent his summers as a peddler selling 
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goods through North and South Carolina. Later he 
went to Vanderbilt University where he made a 
splendid record and was greatly loved and re- 
spected by both faculty and students. While there 
he lived in old Wesley Hall. He graduated in June, 
1887 and returned to Shanghai. While in America 
he became a Christian and joined the Southern 
Methodist Church. 

From the time of his conversion until his death 
Charlie Soong was a devoted, loyal, and enthusiastic 
Christian and an untiring worker in Christ’s King- 
dom. On reaching home in Shanghai, he was em- 
ployed as a missionary worker under the direction 
of Dr. Allen and Dr. Parker of the Methodist 
Church. After serving in this capacity for a year 
or so, he became dissatisfied because the mission- 
aries limited their activities exclusively to the 
ignorant Chinese and made no effort to réach the 
educated young man and woman of China. He 
withdrew from the mission work and set up a Bible 
printing establishment. Strangly enough, he made 
quite a fortune printing the Bible and distributing 
Christian tracts. Establishing himself as a success- 
ful business man, he naturally desired to find a 
wife. He had come to know Miss Laura Haygood 
who had gone out to China from Atlanta, Georgia 
to establish a school for high class Chinese girls in 
connection with the mission work of the Southern 
Methodist Church. This school was named “The 
MeTyeire School’? in honor of Bishop McTyeire. 
Miss Haygood was a competent educator, with a 
Christian vision. In this school for high class Chi- 
nese girls, she undertook to teach them the Chi- 
nese classics, English, and Christianity. The under- 
lying purpose which directed the activities of the 
workers was to prepare these Chinese girls to 
make Christian homes, to be able to associate on 
the basis of equality with their husbands, and to 
take their place in the Church, the community, and 
the nation, as leaders. . 

Charlie Soong told Miss Laura Haygood his 
plans and his hopes, and he asked her to select one 
of the MecTyeire girls to be his wife. It did not 
take Miss Laura long to select the young woman 
who later became Madame Soong, and the mother 
of three daughters and three sons. Life in Mc- 
Tyeire school was well adapted to develop the 
Christian character of the woman who was later to 
occupy a place of large responsibility and oppor- 
tunity. This young woman had accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Master under the influence 
of Miss Laura Haywood’s teachings. Miss Hay- 
good told Charlie Soong of her decision and 
arangements were made for the betrothal. Later 
the young couple were married and established 
their Christian home in Shanghai. This young 
woman who became Charlie Soong’s wife was a. 


descendent of the first Premier of the Ming 
Dynasty. As a result of this marriage six children 
were born, three daughters and three sons. The 
names of these daughters are interesting. The 
oldest daughter, who became the wife of H. H. 
Kung, Minister of Finance in the Cabinet of the 
Republic of China, was Ai-Ling, which means 
“pleasant mood’’. The second daughter married 
Sun Yat-Sen, the first President of the Republic, 
and her name was Ching-Ling which means “happy 
mood”. The third daughter, and fourth child, 
married Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, and her 
name was Mae-Ling, which means “beautiful 
~mood”’. The third child, the first son, was T. V. 
Song who is recognized as one of the leading 
diplomats of the world. There are two other 
younger sons who give promise of great useful- 
ness. It might be well to say that H. H. Kung, who 
married the oldest daughter, Ai-Ling, is one of the 
seventy-fifth descendants of Confucius. It is not 
necessary to speak here of the work of Sun Yat- 
Sen and his truly great wife. They worked to- 
gether for the overthrow of the Manchu Dynasty 
and the establishment of the Republic of China. 
They had no children. The memory of Sun Yat-Sen 
is held in highest esteem in China. A great tomb 
has been erected to his memory in Nanking. It is 
a shrine for those who love liberty in China. Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen is held in the mind and hearts of the 
Chinese people as almost a Saint. They rise up 
and call him blessed. | 


Mr. Brockman writes that when he entered 
Vanderbilt University as a freshman in the fall of 
1887 “fone of the men about whom I heard most 
was Charlie Soong who had graduated in the 
spring before I entered. He was an outstanding 
figure while a member of the student body and 
he was constantly spoken of with highest esteem 
and admiration though he was no longer present 
on the campus in person.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Brockman went to China in 1899 
and on reaching Shanghai were entertained at the 
home of Miss Laura Haygood. One of the first 
persons that that he asked about was Charlie 
Soong, and these two fellow alumni of Vanderbilt 
University and members of the same Church soon 
became intimate friends. That friendship lasted 
throughout the life of Charlie Soong. Mr. Brock- 
man says, “As I think back over my life and of 
the men whom I have met in Asia, Europe, and 
America, and as I read history and think of many 
who have turned the currents of human affairs, 
I find Charlie Soong among those of the first 
class. 


*Pastor of the First Church, Anniston, Ala. 


‘Ya My, Gathers House” 


(John 14:2) 


No, not cold beneath the grasses, 
Not close-walled within the tomb; 

Rather in my Father’s mansions, 
Living in another room! 


Living like the one who loves me— 
Like my child, with cheeks abloom, 

Out of sight at desk or school work, 
Busy in another room. 


Shall I doubt my Father’s mercy, 
Shall I think of death as doom, 

Or as stepping o’er the threshold 
To a higher, brighter room? 


Shall I blame my Father’s wisdom, 
Shall I sit enswathed in gloom 
When I know my loved are happy, 
Waiting in another room? 3 


—Robert. Freeman. 
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BAPTISM 
By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D.* 


. (This is the second in the series of articles 
on Baptism by Dr. Johnson.) 


The Holy Spirit And Water 
While the Holy Spirit was not prominent in the 


/ 


Old Testament, he was there. The following quo- 


tations are a few of the many that might be made: 


“My Spirit shall not always strive with man’— 


Gen. 6:3. “The Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David’’—I Sam. 16:13. ‘“‘The Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul’’—I Sam. 16:14. 


There is no need to quote passages from the 
New Testament about the Holy Spirit. He is promi- 
nent there. 


Circumcision: Flesh - Heart 


Under the Old Dispensation, circumcision of the 

flesh was the sign, the seal, the token of the 
Covenant with God. ‘‘Ye shall be circumcised in 
the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be a token 
of the Covenant.” Gen. 17:11. “‘The sign of cir- 
cumcision, a seal.’’ Rom. 4:11. 


Circumcision of the flesh, as shown in the 
quotation below, was a type of but not a substitute 
for circumcision of the heart. The latter (the 
anti-type) was not possible as a human act, but 
was done by the Holy Spirit. * 


“Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take 
away the foreskin of your heart’—Jer. 4:4. ‘All 
the House of Israel are uncircumcised in flesh’— 
Ezek. 44:7. “Circumcision is that of the heart’’ 
—Rom. 2:29. “The circumcision made without 
hands’’—Col. 2:11. 


Circumcision And Baptism 


Circumcision was discontinued in the New Dis- 
pensation. “Is any called in uncircumcision? Let 
him not be circumcised’’—I Cor. 7:18. “If ye be 
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing’’—Gal. 


That Baptism displaced circumcision is proved by 
the following considerations: 


1. Their purpose was the same—to indicate 
sharers in the Covenant. Both were used to receive 
Church members. “This is my Covenant. ... Every 
man child among you shall be circumcised’’—Gen. 
17:10. “‘They . . . were baptized; and the same day 
there were added ... 3000’’—Acts 2:41. 


2. Their symbolic teaching is the same—the 
need of cleansing the flesh. | 


3. Both represent the Spirit’s work. “The Lord 
thy God will circumcise thine heart’”—Deut. 30:6. 
Similarly, water baptism typifies the Spirit’s 
baptism as will be shown under “Water Baptism 
—a Type’, below. 


_4. Their prerequisite is the same; faith. “Circum- 
cision, a seal of ... faith’—Rom. 4:11. “When 
they believed . . . they were baptized’”—Acts 8.12. 


5. The Covenant still continues—“‘An everlast- 
ing Covenant’”—Gen. 17:7. 


_6. The Great Commission specifies baptism, not 
circumcision. “‘Baptising them’’—Matt. 28:19. 


It’ is clear, then, that God has put baptism into 


the place of circumcision as the sign, the seal, the 
token of the Covenant with Him. 


The Occasion Of The First 
General Assembly 


It is urged that if baptism displaced circum. 
cision, saying so would have ended the discussion 
in Acts Fifteen. However, the controversy was not 
as to how to receive church members, but whether 
circumcision was necessary to salvation. 


“Certain men... said: Except ye be circumcised 
..- ye canont be saved”—Acts 15:1. 


Water Baptism—A Type 


In addition to oil, another type of the Holy 
Spirit was water “rivers of living water. But this 
spake He of the Spirit’”—John 7:38,39. In giving 
a type of the baptism with the Holy Spirit, God 
used the familiar baptism with water, for again 
and again, in connection with the baptism with 
water, the baptism with the Holy Spirit is 
mentioned. 


Instances 


Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record John as 
saying: “I baptize you with water ... He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’”’ Matt. 3:11; 
Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16. Our Lord confirmed that in 
Acts 1:5: “John truly baptized with water; but ye 


- shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” This state- 


ment of our Lord was quoted by Peter in Acts 
11:16. At Pentecost, Peter answered inquirers: 
“Be baptized ... and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit’”—(Acts 2:38). 


When the Holy Spirit ‘fell on’ Cornelius and 
his company (Acts: 10:44), after Peter and the 
others had recovered from their amazement that 
‘fon the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Spirit”? (Acts 10:45), Peter directed that they 
who had “received the Holy Ghost as well as we” 
be baptized with water (Acts 10:47,48). Acts 
8:15,16, also shows that the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit was associated in the minds of the Apostles 
with the baptism with water—‘“the Holy Spirit... 
was fallen upon none of them, only they were 
baptized.” Acts 19:1-5 tells the same story. 


Type And Anti-Type 

In the Old Testament, the circumcision of the 
flesh (the type) was accomplished by man; the cir- 
cumcision of the heart (the anti-type) was the 
work of the Holy Spirit. This is also exactly the 
procedure of the New Testament in regard to 
water baptism (the type) and the Holy Spirit's 
baptism (the anti-type). 


Mode Of The Two Baptisms 
| Must Be Similar 


As the immediately preceding paragraphs clear! 
show to any fair-minded, unprejudiced student, 
baptism with water is a type of the baptism with 
the Holy Spirit. The baptism with the Holy Spirit 
cannot be an immersion (the eight or nine terms 
used in the Old and New Testaments to express 
the baptism with the Holy Spirit—poured out, fell 
on, came upon, descending upon, received, put 
within, sprinkling of the blood, etce.—each and 
all positively exclude immersion). Its analogy to 
its type, the baptism with water, not only 


repudiates the idea of immersion as the mode of 


baptism with water, but is a confirmation of the 
mode, sprinkling or pouring, which is the teaching 
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of the whole Bible. 


No Argument In The Length 
Of Big Words : 


This matter has been dealt. with at such length 


partly because of a statement in an immersionist 
tract that “the belief that baptism (with water) 
portrays the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is 
exigetically, philologically, and_ historically with- 
out foundition”.—(“The New Testament Message 
in Baptism” by Rufus W. Weaver, D.D., page 10). 


This quotation is a sample of two things: 1. The © 


illogical reasoning of the whole immersion scheme; 
9 The desperate situation of those immersionists 
who recognize the inescapable bearing of the mode 
of baptism with the Holy Spirit upon the mode 
baptism with water if the two are in any wise re- 
lated. That they are related and closely related, 
cannot (and will not) be questioned by any one 
who is willing to accept the Bible statement. 


Ezekiel 36:25 


“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse you”. 


To overcome the deadly accuracy and detail 
with which this verse forestalls the clumsy and un- 
scriptural immersion scheme, and predicts the dis- 
placement of circumcision by water baptism, some 
Immersionists contend that it is altogether and 
merely a Jew’s prediction of something which may 
become a reality in Jewish experience some time in 
the future. 

Its setting certainly is Jewish. The 36th and 
87th chapters of Ezekiel give a wonderful picture 
of the reclamation of Israel. But, like many 
prophecies of the Old Testament, these prophecies 
have more than one fulfillment or application. 


Ezekiel 37:11,14 interprets Ezek. 37:1-10 as 
applying to the resurrection of Israel (yet future), 


‘but that fact does not prevent these verses from 


being a marvelous picture of the resurrection of a 
dead soul, such as we are privileged to see again 


and again when the Holy Spirit uses the preaching | 


of the Word today (as at Pentecost), and new 
creatures in Christ are made. | 

_So Ezek. 36:25-31 surely have in them a glor- 
lous promise of some blessings yet before Israel. 
But they are also a glorious promise to those who 


receive the Lord Jesus as Saviour and who, there-. 


fore, experience conversion. The attendant circum- 
stances pictured in these verses are precisely the 
gracious experience of those who are born anew 
by the Holy Spirit. 7 


- To show that the fulfillment of this prophecy is’ 


not confined to the Jews, compare two promises in 
verse 8 with some New Testament parallels: 


“T will be their God, 
and they shall be my 
people.” II. Cor. 6:16. 
 “T will be to them a 
God, and they shall be 


“Ye shall be My peo- 
to Me a people.” Heb. 


ple, and I will be your 


God.” Ezek. 36:28. 8:10. 
shall be 
His peoples, and God 


Himself shall be .. 
their God.” Rev. 21:8. 


Baptism (Water And Holy Spirit) 


Predicted And Fulfilled 


To prove that Ezek. 36:25-27 are fulfilled in 
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every case of a new birth in this age of the Holy 


Spirit, we have only to put them alongside some 
verses in the New Testament. 
In this parallelism, there is seen also the detailed © 


- accurracy with which the Holy Spirit predicted 


John’s baptism, and Pentecost. | 


“T will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and 
You shall be clean; 
from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols 
will I cleanse you. 
new heart also ,will I 
give you, and a new 
Spirit will I within 
you; and [I will take 
away the stony heart 
out of your flesh. And 
I will put My Spirit 
within you and cause 
you to walk in My stat- 
utes arfd ye shall keep 


“John baptized with 
water; but ye shall be 
baptized ywith the Holy 
Spirit.” Acts 1:5 and 
11:16. 

“Be baptized ... and 
ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 2:38. | 

“Can any man for- 
biu the water, that 
these should not be bap- 


* tized, who have receiv- 


ed the Holy Spirit?” 
Acts 10:47. 

“T will put my laws 
into their hearts and 
in their minds will I 
them.”’ Heb. 10: 


“We are His work-/* 

manship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good 

works ... that we 

should walk in them.” 
Eph. 2:10. 

God’s promises in Ezek. 36:25,27 (“will sprinkle 
clean water’—‘“will put My Spirit’) were as- 
suredly fulfilled when John baptized by sprinkling 
with water almost all of the Jews in Palestine, and 
when the Holy Spirit fell upon the 3120 at Pente- 
cost (3000 of whom were baptized with water on 
the same day), and have continued to be fulfilled 
during the ages since when baptizing with water 
has been followed (or preceded) by the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. 


- Water Baptism Must Be By Sprinkling 

In view of the parallelism as shown above of 
Ezek. 36:25-27 with passages taken from the New 
Testament, is it thinkable that God would. have 
failed to give some clear and definite directions 
for the ordinance of baptism if it was to be 
different from all: the related types in the Old 
Testament, and different from the unmistakably 


My judgments and do. 
them.” Ezek. 36:25-27. 


related prophecy of Ezek. 36:25 (“I will sprinkle 


clean water upon you’’)? 

In an endeavor to escape from their confusion 
some Immersionists contend, as already mentioned, 
that Ezek. 36 refers to a future age and that its 
directions are not for us. Would God baptize the 
Gentiles (as He has done) with the Holy Spirit 
identically as He will baptize the reclaimed Jews 
with the Holy Spirit, yet use a different method in 
the baptism of Gentiles with water, and without a 
word of direction anywhere as to such variation? 
(“God is not the Author of confusion’’—I Cor. 
14:33.) Since the agreement and harmony of the 
passages quoted above in parallel columns prove 
their oneness in God’s program, they prove also 
that just as surely as that “I will put My Spirit 
within you” of Ezek. 36:27 is fulfilled in ‘the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit, “I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you” of Ezek. 36:25, is fulfilled in the 
baptism with water. 


*Pastor of the Sibley Presbyterian Church, Au- 


gusta, Ga. | 
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A HOLY WAR 
By Rev. S. M. Erickson, D.D.* 


- We Americans think we are in a purely defen- 
sive war, fighting to defend our country and re- 
ligion does not enter into it. We also say this is a 
people’s war. Perhaps it is for the people of the 
United States but the people in Japan have had 
nothing to say about it. They have orders never 
to criticize their government and have no rights 
ge: so ever. They belong to the State. The State 
is all. 

The State of Japan declares that they have en- 


- gaged in a “Holy War’. It is out and out a religious 


war for them. The emperor of Japan is god and 
to many the only god. He is “truly” a descendant 
from the “sun goddess.”’ He is divine. Often in the 
public schools the teachers ask “Who is greater, 
the emperor or the God of the Sunday School? 
Naturally the children reply “the emperor’ fo 
so they have been instructed. : 

Many Japanese give credit to the august 
emperor for all the blessings of life. He is their 
“all in all’’. Admiral Togo after he had his victory 
over the Russians declared that the victory was 
solely due to the virtues of the emperor. 


Hundreds of Japanese have been viewing the 
breakup of the world with the greatest interest. 
They feel this upheaval is due to the weak char- 
acter of the rulers. They think our present presi- 
dent is not much of a statesman. Again and again, 
I have heard it stated in private conversation and 
from platform in public meetings that the world 
needs a real efficient ruler and the emperor of 
J _— is the only one qualified to take over the 

Prof. Fujizawa and many of his school of thought 
hold this idea. They have been most active in 
spreading these teachings among Americans and 
others. For years they have subsidized American: 
college students to visit Japan and this is what 
they have put over in their cultural courses. When 
German naval units are in port, Prof. Fujizawa 
boards the ships and lectures on the uniqueness of 
the Japanese State. 


Many of the leaders feel that the peoples of 
other nations should share in the blessings of the 
imperial rule. They are sincere but misguided. 

turally, they think foreign peoples are dumb 


“and dull as to these blessings. They do not under- 


stand. Therefore with the “great regret’”’ the sword 
must be used to open their eyes at first, but in a 
few years under the imperial rule these benighted 
people will be singing the praises of Japan. 

At present they suffer a Japanized form of 
Christianity to go on in Japan proper. But all must 
go to the shinto shrines. In some localities they 
have appointed a captain for every five houses to 
see to it that the inmates, on holidays, go to the 
shrines. Foreigners have been forbidden to teach 
Christianity in Japan and occupied areas. Military 
men feel that all Christian leaders should be 
eliminated. 

The Japanese have a saying that where they 
build a shinto shrine, the land is their’s forever. 
The puppet ruler of Manchuria was invited to 
Tokyo some two years ago. At that time he was 
thoroughly instructed and indoctrinated in the 
worship of the emperor of Japan. He. then re- 
turned to Manchuria and instructed the Chinese 
in shinto and informed them that their progress 
and their blessings were all due to the imperial 
ruler in Tokyo, thus cutting himself entirely out 


of the picture. He also had a grand shrine built jy 

This is a “Holy War’. The Christian religion ;; 
to be driven out of the East and the emperor mug 
be worshipped by all peoples. It would bring the 
highest satisfaction to the military leaders to plant 
a shrine within the compound of the White Hous 
and to have the President visit Tokyo to bow be. 
fore the imperial palace. Some of our ambassaders 
in the past have already bowed. Whether we like 
it or not we are in a religious war. We not only 
have to defend our country but our Christian 
heritage as well. 

One explanation of the fierceness with which the 
Japanese fights is due to their religious patriotism, 
In the army quarters this side of the soldiers’ 
training is well provided for. They have continua] 
instruction by the officers and are frequently 
marched to the shrines. It is a great glory to die 
for their heavenly prince and opens at once the 
way to the highest heaven. To retreat or surrender 


is a disgrace. Hence they do not surrender but 


commit suicide when they get into close quarters, 
Their military doctors say most of the wounds are 
in the breast and not in the back. The soldiers 
have been trained to be religious fanatics. | 
When_ peace comes the whole political system of 
Japan must be revamped. Instead of a “heavenly 
ruler” an earthly one must be given to them. 
Today the people have no voice in the government, 
in spite of the fact they have a so called parlia. 
ment. The country will have to be occupied long 
enough to educate the people in politics and gov- 
ernment so that they can rule themselves. Unless 
this is done thoroughly, another war will not be 
far around the corner. ae 


*Mount Washington Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more, Md. (Dr. Erickson spent 36 years in Japan 
as a missionary of our Church.) | 


THE WAY OF PEACE 


By Rev. J. E. Wayland’ 3 
THE WORD WHICH GOD SENT PREACHING 
PEACE BY JESUS CHRIST 


The purpose of this message is to present 
clearly the Scriptural way of peace _ between 
men and God. All men may be divided into 
two classes, those that know the way of peace and 
those who do not. Those who do not know the way 
of peace may likewise be divided into those who 
are unconcerned about it and those who really de- 
sire to have peace with God. Those who are not 
at peace with God and willing to remain that 
way for a while longer are rebellious against God. 
For He “now commandeth all men everywhere to 
repent.” And to repent is to pull down the flag 
of rebellion and to be willing to be reconciled with 
God. Repentance involves a change of attitude. 
The way of peace is closed to those who will not 
accept God’s way to peace. God’s message to those 
who are now willing to have peace is that He has 
already made peace for them through the blood 
of Christ’s cross and peace is theirs, upon believing 
in Christ as God’s Son, their personal Saviour. 

In order that believing in Christ as God’s Son, 
our personal Saviour, may not be misunderstood, 
we will define faith in Christ. To believe in 
Christ, to have faith in Christ and to believe the 
Gospel of Christ describe the same act. Every per- 


son, that believes in Christ, accepts Christ as being . 


what He represents Hiimself to be, the Son of God, 
the Saviour of sinners, who believe in Him. =~ 
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The salvation that Christ has purchased for 
those that believe in Him involves many bless- 
ings from God. Outstanding among these bless- 
ings are the following, the forgiveness of sins, 
the acceptance of believing sinners as righteous in 
Christ, the -bestowing upon them of everlasting 
life, the giving to them His Holy Spirit and thus 
they become children of God, and are assured 
that they -shall not come into condemnation, 
neither shall they perish but are delivered from 
the wrath to come. God’s salvation is better than 
probation. For probation means to put on trial 
hefore accepting. The believer is already ‘“‘accept- 
ed in the Beloved”’. : 

The Gospel of Christ, which is the power of 
Ged unto salvation to everyone that believeth 
(Rom. 1:16) is described thus: Christ died for our 
sins according to the Sqriptures. He was buried 
and rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures. Christ was made sin for us that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
Until he, who says he believes in Christ, accepts 
as true that he has forgiveness and righteousness 
through Christ, he has not really believed in Christ. 
For these facts are stated in the Word as being 
facts that are true about believers in Christ. 


“Through this man (Christ) is preached unto 


you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that © 
believe are justified from all things” Acts 13:38,-. 
39. “Whosoever believeth in him shall receive the, 


remission of sins’? Acts 10:43. 

Let the person who says he believes and yet 
does not live accordingly, examine himself and 
see if he really trusts Christ as his eternal re- 
deemer and believes what God says is so about 
those who believe. I have yet to find one, who, 
when faced with these facts and has sincerely 
believed, was not saved. 

The evidence of salvation is found in the heart 
and life of the believer. Unless there is love for 
God and love for those who love God and upright- 
ness of conduct there is not sufficient evidence 
that one has passed from death unto life. The 
Scripture clearly states that if any man love not 
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema (ac- 
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cursed), whosoever doeth not righteousness is not 


of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. (1 
Cor. 16:22 and 1 John 3:10) God has declared 
himself against good works as a means of sal- 
vation. For the precious blood of Christ is the 
ground of our salvation. When we are saved, we 
are created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Good 
works that are the result of salvation are pleasing 
to God. If we earned our salvation by good works, 
Christ’s death would have been in vain. _ - 
Salvation depends upon the merits of Christ’s 
death and not our worthiness. And because this is 
true, salvation is absolutely free and absolutely 
sure. A gift is really ours when accepted and it — 
must be accepted by faith. So salvation can only 
be received by faith. And that faith must be in 
Christ and not in ourselves. Man’s part, if he 
would be saved is the acceptance of the gift of 


_ salvation. Let us not trust our feelings but God’s 


feeling toward us through Christ and then we shall 
enjoy good feelings toward God. It is only when 
= have Christ that you can really rejoice in 
im. 
If God is pleased with Christ as the way of 
peace between you and God, are you fair to your- . 
self, in refusing Him as your Saviour? If you do 
not believe in Christ, I am sure you will find be- 
hind your unbelief lies the love of sin. If such 
be the case you show your preference for Satan 
rather than Christ and your love for sin rather 
than righteousness. If you persist in such a course 


_the end is inevitable. It will be perdition not peace. 


Your loss of heaven will be hell’s gain of you. If 
you do not believe in Christ, you are actually 
accusing God of giving a record that is not true. 
The unbeliever will some day discover to his em- 
barrassment that the sin of unbelief was far more 
abominable than he thought. How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation? The way of 
peace is now open, but you can never walk upon 
it until you have faith in Christ as God’s Son, 
your personal Saviour. Why not enter now? Believe 
on the.Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 
(Acts 16:31). | 


*Malden, W. Va. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Any book noticed in these pages may be secured at publisher’s price from The Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmon’, Va. 


James H. McConkey > 


By Louise Harrison\McCraw 
Published By Zondervan Publishing House 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. , 


Readers with a relish for a good biography will 


find this: memoir of James H. McConkey a perfect 
delight. The subject .of this book is a deeply 
spiritual Christian layman who spent his college 
years at Princeton studying law, but soon turned 
to business, and later gave his entire time to teach- 
ing the Bible. The author gives us a perfect illus- 
tration of how useful a Christian can be in this 
world if he surrenders his life to Christ without 
reservation. 

All Sunday School teachers should read this 


biography. It would encourage them to a greater 


zeal in disseminating the truths of the Bible, and 
keep them from losing heart in their work no 
matter how many obstacles they encounter. This 


biographer knows how. to write. attractively and 
Richardsofi. 
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~The Triplets Go Places 
By Bertah B. Moore 

Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50 Cents. 
Modern as tomorrow this little book of new 
events in the lives of the three little Bears will 
hold the interest of all who read it, young or old. 
Junior high school boys and girls will be fascinated 
with this fast-moving story and will be impressed 


with the adventures and opportunities open to 


wideawake Christian, American youth. 


The author shows a deep understanding of 
adolescent psychology. The subtlety of its object 
lesson in everyday living will not leave the reader 
with the impression of having been “preached at’’. 
I feel sure that every young person who reads this 
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